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15 . Tur author of this ſmall book, ANTHONY 


ULRICK, Duke of Brunſwick, &c. by return- 


ing in his old age to the communion of that 


church which his anceſtors in the foregoing. 
century had exchanged for one new railed by 


Luther, gives a leſſon, to perſons of every age 


and condition, that neither the concerns of 


| this world, nor the principles of education, nor 
aà fear of diſpleaſing friends, or of owning our- 


ſelves to have been in the wrong, ought to 


hinder us from embracing truth, whenſoever 
God is pleaſed in his mercy to let us know it. 


It is the misfortune of too many Chriſtians 
in our days to be biaſſed by one or more of 


thele unwarrantable motives, in contradiction 
to the dittates both of reaſon and religion. For 
ſince Chriſt has built a charch for the ſaving 
of our ſouls, it muſt certainly be a very great 
_ preſumption for any man to expect a ſhare in 
the promiſes made to her of the remiſſion of ſin, 


and of a glorious reſurrection to eternal life, if 
he takes no care to inform himſelf whether the 
communion in which he happened to receive 


his education, be that true church or not. 


But this wiſe prince, being fully reſolved to 


ſave his ſoul, had no regard to human motives. 


He conſidered, that a wilful ſeparation from 


the tie Catholic Church would exclude him 


from heaven 3 that as there were many dam- | 


able hereſies in former ages, the infinite variety 
of ſects in theſe our days were a ſufficient argu- 
ment to believe theſe latter ages were not ex- 
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empt from the like deſlructive errors; and that, 
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ſince every branch of proteſtancy pretended to 


be the pureſt part of the Reformation, and 
quarrelled with all the reſt, as well as with the 
hurch of Rome, which equally condemned 


them all, he could not anſwer it to his conſci- 
ence nor to Jeſus Chriſt, if he acquieſced in 

the diftates of the Lutheran Church, which had 
nurſed him up, without taking an impartial 
view of all perſuaſions, and examining them by 

ſuch texts of ſcripture as are intended to in- 
form and guide our judgment in the things we 
are to believe of God and of his Church. 


How any man, that calls himſelf a Proteſtant, 


can diſpenſe himſelf from the like enquiry, I 
cannot underſtand, It being a firſt principle 
of the Reformation, that every Chriſtian is to 
gather the articles of his faith, not from the 


lips of his paſlor, but from ſcripture, by his 


private judgment, that is to ſay, by the induſtry 
ol his own inquiries. Now, if any one is des 


ſirous to comply with his obligation in this 
particular, this book will preſent him with a 


ſhort and eaſy method of proceeding in this 
neceſſary ſearch. And provided he enters up- 
on it with thoſe pious diſpokitions the author 
mentions in his preface, it is to be hoped, he 
will reap the like comfort from his labour. 


An Engliſh Proteſtant may perhaps be apt to 
think, that the Duke does now and then charge 


the Lutherans and Calviniſts with opinions they 
never held. For his vindication, I have added 
ſome references which will direct the reader 


where to find whatever is imputed to them. 
And becauſe Luther and Calvin were the two 


leading men of the Reformation, I have chietly 


cited 


<Eited their works; and where it could be done 


without ſwelling the book too much, I have 
given him their very words. And if theſe. 


appear, on ſome occaſions, to be rather tlie 


ſuggeſtions of a ſeducing ſpirit than the inſpi- 
rations of the Holy Ghoſt, it will not be raſh 


to ſay, that God never ſent them to reform 


the eſtabliſhed doctrine of his Church. 


DUKE or BRUNSWICK's PREFACE. 


 PFOUGH for many years I had employed all 


1 the ſtudy, pains and diligence I was able, in 
an inquiry alder the zrve religion and pgs we. 
faith, which I was ſenſible could be but one, an 
this upon no other motive than a concern for my 


eternal welfare, and a defire to know the truth ; I 


was yet in doubt, out of ſo many religions and 
confeſſions, which it was that I ought to embrace. 


In the mean while, upon thisdeſign, Iviſited ſeveral | 


univerſities ; I turned over whole libraries; I read 
the works of innumerable authors, as well Catholics 


as others, that treated of our preſent controverſies ; 


1 adviſed with a great many doctors touching the 
diverſity of ſects and confeſſions; I aſſiſted ar ſeveral 
public diſputes upon theſe matters; I had private 

converſations with the heads of all opinions, ſects, 
and confeſſions; I propoſed my doubts not only to 
Catholics, but ikewit: to their adverſaries; in a 


word, I tried all ways and means, without being 


able to find out the only thing I deſired. This made 
me reſolve to ſet all other buſineſs aſide, and to 
chooſe a proper time and place, wherein I might 
wholly apply myſelf to this affair, as being of all 
others the moſt important, becauſe nothing leſs than 


an eternity of N or miſery depended on it. 


*.. — 


But that this inquiry might be to good effect, and 
carry me to the thing I aimed at, I thought it were 
beſt to enter upon it in the manner following. 
_. 1}, Tearneſtly implored the aid and e of the 


Holy Ghoſt, and with all my power begged the 
light of a true faith of God, the Father of lights, 
who lighteth every man that cometh into the world, 


John i- 9. For faith is a fingular gift of God, 
w hereby man 1s v. pe firmly to believe all 


that God has revealed. 


_ 2dly, I made a ftrong reſolution, by the grace of 


God, to avoid fin, well knowing, that Wi/dom will 


not enter into à corrupted ſoul, nor dawell in a body ſub- 


ject to fin, Wiſdom i. 4. And J am convinced, 


and was ſo then, that the reaſon why ſo many are 


ignorant of the true faith, and do not embrace it, 


is becauſe they are plunged into ſeveral vices, and 


particularly into carnal fins, 


3dly, I renounced all manner of prejudice, which 


inclines men more to one religion than to another, 


whatever they were, which I might unhappily 
have formerly eſpouſed ; and I brought myſelf to 


a perfect indifferency, ſo as to be ready to embrace 
which ſoever the grace of the Holy Ghoſt and the 
light of reaſon ſhould point out to me, without any 


regard to the advantagegand inconveniences that 


might attend it in this world. VVV 
| fa fine, I entered upon this deliberation and 
this choice in the manner I ſhould wiſh to have 
done it at the hour of my death, and in a full con- 
viction, that at the day of judgment I muſt give 


an account to God, why I followed this religion 


preferable to all the reſt. Being thus diſpoſed, I 
re ſolved abſolutely to rejet any wherein I diſco- 


vered the leaſt errer in points of faith. For the 


Church of the living God is, and ought to be, zhe 


Fillar and ground of truth, I im. iii. 15. „ 
| Now the pillar and ground of uh ſupports no 


error; therefore the true Church of God can hold 


nothing 


”F Wo) 


nothing erroneous in her articles of faith. After 


T had thus diſpoſed myſelf to obſerve ſome me- 


_ thod, I ſuppoſed in the firſt ns there were cer- 


ain infallible principles of chriſtian faith, in which 
all chriſtian ſocieties, how different ſoever, muſt 


_ neceſſarily agree, and which no chriſtian can deny 


without incurring the guilt of blaſpzemy, impiety 
and atheiſm. Afterwards Ilaid down principles, 
apreeable to the reaſon of mankind, Fog conſulted 
by every man of fenſe, when he is to make his 
choice in the concerns of this life. . 
Ihe principles agreed upon by all chriſtian ſo- 
cieties are ſuch as theſe; | . 
1. There is one Gt. 5 
2. Fhis God is a moſt perfect Being, eſſentially 
comprehending in itſelf all perfections, withoue 


the leaſt mixture of a defect. 


3. From hence it follows, that he is eſſentially 
true, ſo that he can neither deceive nor be de- 


ceived, nor ſpeak an untruth, nor reveal a 3 
otherwiſe than he knows it, nor know it otherwiſe 


than it is itſelf, Inſomuch that by his nature he 
is true both in his knowledge and in his word. 

. God is Almighty. With God all things are 
Pfible, St. Mat. xix. 26. With God nothing fal 


be impoſſible, St. Luke i. 37. Though this ſur- 


paſſes the underſtanding of men and angels. 


F. God is faithful without any injuſtice, A// 


bis ways are judgments: God is faithful, and without 
any iniquity, he is juſt and right, Deut xxxii. 4. 
6. God is immutable. God 7s not a man, that he 


may lie, nor as the Son of Man that he may be changed, 


Numb. xxiii. 19. Vith ewhon is ud variation nor 


ſhadow of change, St. James 1. 17. By conſe- 


28 all that God reveals is true and poſſible at the 
ſame gime; he has a power and a will to effect, 
and infallibly will effect whatſoeve r he promiſes. 

7. God 1s moſt wiſe. His wiſdom is infinite, 
Pſalm cxlvii. 5. 9 „„ 
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i quence is abſolutely to be rejected, and ought not 
; to be a ſubject of delib ration, . 2:9 

II. Man ha ut one foul, Which W1ll be eter. 
| : 


4 number of innumerable ages to come 


. 13. There j: no compariſon between things 

infinite and thoſe that "Ie not ſo. O] t 

neſs of the Crnity of the ſaints! O! th | 

Pineſs of that of the damned! Cne of theſe two 

eternities waits for us. Wi: out a true 

mall never attain the eternity of the ſaints; and if 
© not Attain it, the eternity of the damneq muſt | 
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RULES or PRUDENCE, 


Wil ARE TO BE FOLLOWED, CHIEFLY IN THE 
7 cnoie g. OF THINGS OF THE UTMOST IMPORT ANCE, | 


]* the eſtimation and holes of {ahh * 


man is always to prefer better to worſe; 


and, by a ſtronger reaſon, to what is bad; and 


ſo things certain, to doubtful and uncertain ; 


true, to falſe; permanent, to tranſitory ; eter. 


nal, to temporal ; and ſuch as are grounded 
in reaſon, to others that hold no corretpon- 


dence with it. 


2. To attain to our laſt end, the only object ; 
of our juſt deſires, the means we uſe muſt be 
proportionable ; and of thele, the certain muſt. 


take place of thoſe that are leſs certain, or al- 


together uncertain. 
. Among the means to acquire eternal ſal- 
vation, thoſe by which many perſons have un- 
doubtedly acquited uit, ate more ſecure than 
thoſe by which it is not evident that any man 
was ever ſaved. 
4. Again, the means, which aſa and this | 
authority of perſons eminent for wiſdom, vir- 
tue and ſanttity preſcribe, in order to eternal 


*#alvation, or which the Holy Ghoſt himſelf 


preſcrides, are more ſecure than thoſe that have 


only the recommendation of fleſh and blood, 
of the world, and of diſorderly and licentious 


men; for, it 1s the Spirit that quickeneth, the 
0 projet ney John vi. 6g. For 42 
tat. 


- 4 *- pe * 4 Wn 3 Y * 
4 F by ” i. T 
I J 


0 = D. of Brunfonct's 22 Reajons, 


n24:—So then, they that fle . Hell. cannot 


pleaſe God, Rom. viii, 3, 6. % | 
Upon the ſe principles and rules of prudence, 
IT be | 


gun the me nig, conſiderations e 


divided, and at 14ſt determined me abſolutely 


to reject them all.” 


moi dangerous rock: or thus I realoned the 
matter with mylelf. This evangelical commu. 


Mon ſhould be luch, as in Us doëtrine is wholly 
*8recable to the goſpel: now the doctrine 
which at the lame time js followed both by 
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D. of Brunſwick's fifty Reaſons, 11 
Lutherans and Calviniſts can never be cons 
formable to the goſpel : for two dottrines that 
are oppoſite, or directly contradictory to each 
other, are never to he reconciled to the ſame 
goſpel- truth; but either the one or the other 
muſt be irreconcileable. It is clear that the 
doctrine of the Lutherans and that of the Calvi- 
nifts, are in many articles oppoſite, and in ſome 

diredly contradictory to each other. Theie-— 
fore it is not poſſible for both of them at the 
ſame time to conſtitute an evangelical commu- 


nion; conſequently this communion is entire- 
J chimerical. For my part, being to make m 
choice, I could not content myſelf with a chi- 
mera, but! 'hought 1 ii my obligation to make a 5 

diligent ſearch into the truth of thoſe things 
- which divine faith commands us to believe: for 


this reaſon I would not declare for this evan- 


gelical ſtate, but on the contrary I judged I 
oug hi not by any means o make it my choice. 


| S II. 1 the: next place I cone 
fidered, ſince the Calviniſt and the Lutheran 


religions could not both be nghtly ſtiled evan- 


gelical, whether one ot the two, if ſeparately 
taken, might not poſſibly be fo, and deſerve by 
conſequence to be valued above the other: 
But here | was perplexed with a new difficulty. 
For my rea ſon told me, that to give one thing 


| the reference to another. there muſt be more 


preſſing motives on the one ſide than on the 
other. Now I was not able to find a reaſon 


why the Lutneran dottrine ſhould rather be 
25 Gurl cou than the Calviniſt, ſo far from it, 


that could never yet obtain the fayour of any 


Lutheran 


" 
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Lutheran or Calviniſt, to help to ſuch a rea- 
ſon. The two parties alledge i in their defence 
ſome texts of ſcripture; but then whatever is 
cited, the Lutherans interpret it in one ſenſe, 
and the Calviniſts in another. The Lutherans 
will have their expoſition to be true and literal, 
and that of the Calviniſts to be falſe and ſtrain- 
ed: and then on the other ſide the Calviniſts 
are as pofitive that their's is the proper and 
genuine expoſition, and that of the Lutherans 
erroneous and unnatural. In this quarrel both 


build upon the lights of their private ſpirits, 


which are irreconcileably different, and nei- 
ther ſide is able to produce the leaſt colour of 
a proof, that his adverſary's ſpirit deviates 
rom the true ſenſe, or'that his own has hit 
upon it The caſe flanding thus, it was not 
in my power to prefer one of theſe doctrines 
before the other, and therefore 1 concluded 
they were both to be 1 efien. 


ConsIDER. III. I am as much at a loſs to 
know upon what principle he Lutherans and 
Colvinills exclude the Arians and Anabaptiſts 
out of their evaygelica! communion: for theſe 


pretend an eq 1a] right to the name, and that 


their doctrine is agreeable to the tr ath of the 
goſpel, nay, that they ate more properly evan- 
gelical than tbe Lutherans or Cajviniſts are. 


We do not read, ſay che Anabaptiſts, in any 
part of the golpel, that infants onght to be 


baptized, Jelus Chriſt himſelf ſays in Ste 


Mark, Hs that believes and is baptized, ſhail e 
/aved. Mark xvi. 16. Thereto:e faith muſt 
go before baptiſm ; now faith is only to be 


fou nd 
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found in the adult, therefore no one till then 


ought to be baptized: conſequently our doc- 
trine is more agreeable to the goſpel than that 


of the Lutherans or Calviniſts, who admit the 


baptiſm of infants. And thus plead the Arians, 
Our Saviour ſays expreſly in St. John's goſpel, 
My Father is greater than I, St. John xiv. 28. 
We follow then the goſpel when we teach 
that, as to the divine nature, the Son is not 
equal, but inferior to his Father. We admit 
not upon this text the interpretation of the 


fathers, who will have it that the Son is leſs 
than his Father, according to his human nature, 


but equal to him according to his divinity; for 


we think the Lutherans and Calviniſts have no 
right to force upon us any ſuch interpretation, 


ſince they reject the authority of fathers in 


the controverſies that are on foot between 
them and Catholics. 


For we ſee no reaſon 
why their authority ſhould be allowed in this 
point, and not in others, „ 
But if the Lutherans and Calviniſts infiſt 
upon their own authority, or the interpreta- 
tion of their private ſpirit, the Arians and 
Anabaptiſts will require them to point out in 
exprels terms this their interpretation in the 
ſcripture; becauſe it is a principle with all of 


them, that NOTHING IS TO BE BELIEVED 


AS AN ARTICLE OF FAITH, BUT WHAT 
THE SCRIPTURE TEACHES IN EXPRESS, 
INTELLIGIBLE AND CLEAR TERMS. 


_ Cons1Der. IV.—This conſideration called 
to my remembrance thoſe words of tlie pro- 


phet Jeremy, Stand ye in the ways, and ſce, 


. B | | and 


een ſaved 
r 1es dare not den 
tly the oman Catholic Faith is 
" 'ruue faith; theretore it ; 
embrace it, v7 


s our duty to 
CoxvsipER. VI. From this 
re another, As | 

1s there but 
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thoſe words of the apoſtle, One Lord, one Faith, 


one Baptiſin. Epheſ. iv. 5. There can only 
then be one true and ſanclifying ſaith, as there 
is but one Lord and one God. So that, if the 
Catholic Faith be the true and ſanctifying, as 


is proved above, all the other ſorts of religions 


without the Catholic Faith, I was, bound to 
chooſe that of the Roman Catholics, 


are without the leaſt appearance of a true 
faith; and ſince no falvation is attainable 


| _ Con SIDE R. VII.—But | what confirmed | 


me ſtill more in my reſolution of embracing 
the Roman Catholic Faith, was this, that the 
heretics themſelves confeſs Roman Catholics 
may be ſaved, whereas theſe maintain there 
is no ſalvation for ſuch as “ are out of the 
Roman Catbolic Church. What a madneſs 
then were it for any man not to go over 


to the Roman Catholics, who may be ſaved 


in the judgment of their adverſaries; but to 
ſort himſelf with theſe, who, according to 


Roman Catholics, are out of the way of ſalva- 
tion? Who would not adviſe a man to take 


the ſafeſt way when he is threatened with any 
evident danger? And does not that way 
8 


which two oppoſite parties approve of, promi 


greatei ſecurity than another which one party 
only recommends, and which the other con- 
demns?” Who, in fine, can doubt, but that a 


medicine preſcribed by two phylicians may be 


taken with more ſecurity than another which 
one of the two judges may be his death? 


* Through obſtinacy or wilſul negleftt, 
| 8 CONSIDER, 
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NSID ER. VIII upon calling to mind . 


thoſe words jn Deuteronomy XXI. 7, 4 E 


| ' OY Tea/on of 279 greater power, it 
20 decgſary that all aurches have TEcCOUT/e: that 
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ig the faithful on all jides. The third was 
Tertullian, De ar ha xxxvi. Happy, ſays 


er ſtate, for which the 
apoſites poured forth all their doctrines together 
with their blood. The Fourth, St Zerome; 
Ep. III. cont, Ruffin. cap. iv. Know, ſays, 
he, that the Roman Faith is warranted by Paul's. 
authority. And Dial. ultimo cont. Lucifer. in 


another place, To /þeat my opinion clearly and 
ꝛn a few words, it is this, that we muſt continue 


in that church which was founded by the apo. 


files, and remains to this day: where he is 


e of the Roman Church. In fine, St. 


Gregory Naztanzen, in the poem he writ on 


his own life, gives this anſwer to my queſtion, 


The Roman Faith was right in times paſt, and 


even now it continues to be right, uniting in an 


amiable knot all that the [un ſees zn his courſe. 
Having heard theſe evidences, I could not 


but yield to the judgment of thoſe wiſe and 


holy fathers, and ſo reſolved to embrace the | 


Roman Catholic Faith. 


CONSIDER. IX.— I appealed to the other 
ſaints of God, and aſked them what was the 
faith they lived in, and by which they arrived 


at eternal bliſs: and they all made anſwer, it 
was the Roman faith. Thus I was anſwered 


among the bilhops by St Martin, St. Nicholas, 


St. Atbanaſius and many others; among the 


religious, by St. Dominic, St. Francis, &c. 


among the widows, by St. Monica, St. Brid- 
get, St. Elizabeth, &c.; among the virgins, by 
St. Agatha, St. Lucy, St. Agnes, St. Catharine, 


 &c.; from whence 1 drew this concluſion :. 
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btained N ſeparated from it. My inference from this | 
ubtleſs 2 diſmal contemplation, was, that I ought not 


. it is to ſeparate from the Catholic Church, unleſs 


5 I were content to burn eternally with theſe 
Yu Ws 1 | 
; was Congiper. XII. No man can doubt, but 
. that St. Paul's faith was truly apoſtolical. 
Lenz Now this was no other than the Roman, as 
ered pbpimſelf teſtifies in his epiſtle to the chriſtians 
* DO of Rome. Rom. i. 11, 12. 1 long to fee you, 
was = that I may impart unto you ſome ſpiritual grace 
Ys 10 comfort you, That is, to be comforted toge- 
e 


tler with you, by the mutual faith both of you 
St, and me. Therefore the Roman faith was truly 
12, the apoſtolical faitb. That it was ſo in the 


u beginning our adverſaries very eaſily grant us; 
It but they pretend, though without a proof, that 
O 7 afterwards it ceaſed to be the true and apoſto- 
f > ical; which the Roman Catholics abſolutely 
9' = deny. For if any one aſk them, in what 
points, where and when the faith of the 


Church of Rome decayed, they are at a loſs 
for an anſwer; and yet it lies upon them ta 
prove it. Indeed, did we put the caſe, that a 
certain family was owned by all the world to 
have been in ancient times of a noble race, 
and that ſome one ſhould now maintain that 
of late it had Joſt its rank, which he grants it 
ftormEtly poſlelled, would not ſuch a man be 
obliged to point out the time when, and to 
bring a reaſon why it loſt its nobility? And 
if he could not prove it, would not any equi- 
table judge condemn him as a ſlanderer ? 
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CoNxsiDER. XIV. When I firſt entered 
upon this inquiry, I reſolved with myſelf to 


reject, without more ado, any ſect or religion 


whatſoever, in which I diſcovered errors con- 
trary to faith and to right reaſon: and pro- 
ceeding upon the principles I have laid down 
at the beginning of this tract, I examined 
ſeveral tenets of the modern religions, which 
are held in oppoſition to thoſe of the Roman 
Catholic Church; I conſidered them one by 
one, and took a diſtinft view of every parti- 


cular, My firſt reaſoning was to this effect. 


God is infinite in wiſdom and in goodneſs: 
he has laid upon us certain commandments, 
for the tranſgreſſion whereof he puniſhes man 
molt ſeverely, and even to eternity. Then 


certainly his commands are ſuch, as with the 
help of his grace may be accompliſhed ; 


otherwiſe he would neither be a wiſe Law. 


giver, nor a merciful Lord, did he puniſh man 


eternally for tranſgreſhng them. For nobody 
will ſay he is a wife and merciful maſter, who. 


commands his ſervants things abſolutely im- 


poſſible; as to ſtop the ſun's courſe, or to 


touch the heavens with his finger; and who. 


in caſe the ſervant fails of doing it, does pu- 
niſh him with the utmoſt ſeverity, and con- 


demn him to moſt exquiſite torments. Now 
Cod is a moſt wiſe lawgiver, and a maſter of an 
unlimited bounty and clemency; therefore he 
has commanded us nothing but what with bis 


grace we are able to perform: conſequently. 


the doctrine of all our innovators has no foun- 


dation of truth to build on, when they tell 
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argument. God's goodneſs is 
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Plcere immeritos 


Preſence 
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2 of preſence of Chriſt's body and blood, is mani- 
feſtly falfe. We ſhall bring hereafter ſeveral 
s is examples of the like nature. 


be N 

DW Cons1DER. XV.—As I was ſearching to 
d. the bottom, the tenets of thoſe cons 
ts, which oppoſe the Roman Catholic, I met 
g with ſeveral paradoxes, altogether incredible, 
FL and inconſiſtent with common ſenſe and rea- 
= BE ſon. For example, the abettors of the pre- 


tended reformation, among other errors, 
teach * that all ſins are equal, and that no fin 
is venial. Upon this I argued in the following 
manner. An idle word is a fin, for our Saviour 
tells us we muſt give an account of it in the day 
of judgment. This fin then, according to the 
dottrine of our innovators, muſt be of equal 
enormity with any other fin; as for inſtance, 
with that of blaſphemy, or infidelity, or apo- 
ſtacy, &c. Now if the fin of an idle word be as 
enormous as any of thoſe, it deſerves an equal _ 
puniſhment, and muſt be equally remiſſible or 
irremiſſible, and will as hardly find pardon as 
any other ſin. But our Saviour has given a very 
different information touching the puniſhment 
and pardon of ſins. Whoſoever, ſays he, ts 
angry with his brother without a cauſe, ſhall be 
an "danger of the judgment: and whoſoever ſhall 
ſay to hts brother, Raca, (a word of contempt) 
ſhall be in danger of the council: but whoſoever 
hall Jay, 1400 fool, ſhall be in danger of hell 
Fire. St. Matt. v. 22. Here we learn, that a 
motion of anger againſt a neighbour, deſerves 


* 


* Muſculus in Loc. comm. p. 28. 1 
1 indeed 


* 


which holds the contrary. 
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indeed fome puniſhment; but that a bitin 
word deſerves a greater. Over and above 
that St. John, in his 1 Epiſt. c. v. 16. tells us, 
Here is a ſin unto death, from whence it fol- 
 Jows, there is ſin, which is not unto death, 
and by conſequence that all fins are not equal. 
Beſides, there is a fin, which hall not be for- 


” given neither in this world, nor in the world to 
come. St. Matt. x11. 32. for inſtance, the fin 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt. All fins therefore 


are not upon the level, neither as to the re- 


miſſion of them, nor as to their enormity, 
In fine, we read in Proverbs xxiv. 16. 
The zuft man falleth even times and riſeth up 
again e but the wicked ſhall fall into evil. Con- 
ſequently there are ſome ſins which do not 
ſtrip us of habitual juſtice, and there are 
others, which do: I infer, that all fins are not 
equal; and, by a neceſſary conſequence, that 
that ſett or religion ought to be rejected 


. ConsiDdtR.XVI.—According to the ſame 
ſectaries, all good works are “ fins, and all 
fins are equally grievous. So that in their 
principles, every good work muſt have in 
itſelf the enormity of all ſins whatſoever: 
conſequently to pray to God is a crime of as 
black a dye as blaſphemy ; to give an alms 
to a poor perſon 1s no better than robbing 
him of what he has; and to reſtore ill gotten 
goods to the right owner, 1s as blameable as 


Luther in cap. 3. Gal. tom. 5. fol. 963. Adverſus 
Execr. Ant. tom. 2. fol, 1100, Opus bonum optime factum, 
_ eſt vemale peccatum, ; 


to 


8 
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to keep them againſt his will, What a pre- 
tence 1s this ! | 


ti ng 
ove 


fol.  ConsiDER XVII.—To preſs this argument 
Z alittle farther, I would gladly know what any of 
their preachers would adviſe a man to do, that 
ſhould aſk him, whether or no he were obliged, 
in the laſt caſe above mentioned, to reſtitution? 
If he anſwers in the affirmative, the unjuſt pof- 
ſeſſor. may aſk him again, whether it be a good 
work o reſtore another's goods? If he ſays it 
is; the other may reply unto him; you hold 
that all good works are fins, and again, that all 
fins are equal in themſelves; ſo that, whether 1 
reſtore or retain my neighbour's goods, it is all 
one, as to the guilt of ſin: I will therefore keep 
for my own uſe and benefit, what I hold to the 
prejudice of my neighbour. Upon a ſerious 
examination of theſe two points, I judged them 
to be equally impertinent and extravagant, as 
likewiſe the ſects that teach them. e 


* 
- 


ConsiDtRr. XVIIE.—God is the ſovereign 
ſanttity ; whence we mult infer, he is infinitely 
diſlant from all fin, and hates it above all things. 
If this. be fo, it is not his will, nor his command 
that we commit it, neither can it in any manner 
be imputed to bim. It follows then, that God is 
neither the author nor the cauſe, of fin, by wil- 
ling, or. ſuggeſting, or effecting, or commanding 
or working 1t; or by diretting to it the impious 
deligns of the wicked, as the Calviniſts teach *, 
; 1 . 


| * Calvin Inſtit. 1. 3, Cap. 23. n. 7. Nec <blaciom endo.” 
debet quod dico, Deum non modo primi hominis caſum, & iu 


ee 


26 D. o/ Brunſwick's fifty Reaſons. | 
_ as Luther + himſelf would have us be- 
' Revs. 5 


Cons tDFR. XIX. —I read over and over 
again, with all poſſible attention, ſeveral hiſtori- 
ans, as well political, as eccleſiaſtical, as likewiſe 
the annals of a great many nations, to find, if, 
before the fifteenth century, there was. any 
where mention made of the Lutheran or Cal- 
viniſt dottrine, or of the other ſefts of theſe our 
days. For the ſame end, I likewiſe peruſed a 
great many ancient writings and records of the 
memorable tranſactions that happened in each 
century, but without finding the leaſt mark or 
footſtep of them. This made me conclude that 
theſe religions were all new, and conſequently _ 
far ſhort of being apoſtolical; ſince they were 
not left to us by our Saviour, nor by his apoſtles, - 
but newly forged in the freakiſh heads of their. . 


authors; which gave mejult reaſon to rejed them. 


Cons IDER. XX. IAIt came to my mind, how .- 

I read in my youth the book of a Calviniſt 
which he called a journal, wherein he attempted _ 
to prove, by a long muſter roll of his own in- 


vention, that, ever ſince our Saviour's time, 


there were ſome in every age that held the doc- 


eo poſterorum ruinam, prævidiſſe; ſed arbitrio quoque ſuo diſ- 


penſaſſe. Idem docet. n. 8, & g. & de æternà Dei Prædeſt. : 


Opuſc p. 906, & Beza Expoſ. de la Foi chez. Riv. 560. ch. 
2 g. : | e . | 

Luther de Serv. Arbitr. tom. 2. fol. 429, Dicimus Deum 
in nobis operari bona & mala, noſque mera neceſſitate paſſiva 
ſubzici Dei operanti, Fol. 434. Hic eſt fidei ſummus GCradus, 
__ eredere Deum) juſtum, qui ſua voluntate nos neceſſario damna- 
Diles facit,---Simalia habet, fol, 445. 460, 461. TORE 
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trine of Luther and Calvin. But his vain attempt 
had no influence upon me, for the following 
reaſons. In the firſt place, he will have the 
perſons he places in his catalogue, to have held 


| Calvin's opinion, as well as Luther's. So that 


he dubs them Lutheran Calviniſts. He might as 
well have attempted to make the eaſt and weſt 


wind tv blow from the ſame quarter; for it is 
matter of fact that the faith of Luther and that 


of Calvin are no more to he reconciled than the 
Lutherans and the Calviniſts. As therefore none 


of our ſeftaries will own himſelf to be com- 
pounded bf a Lutheran and a Calviniſt, but pre- 
"tends to be either a downright Calviniſt, or a 
downright Lutheran, ſo thoſe that fill the above 
mentioned catalogues cannot paſs for Lutheran» 
Calviniſts. Neither is there the leaſt colour of 
reaſon, why the Calviniſts ſhould derive their 
pedigree from that liſt any more than the Luthe- 
rans; or the Lutherans, any more than the 
. | Calviniſts, Nay the Anabaptilts and all the late 
ſpawn of ſeQtaries have as juſt reaſons to put 
in their claim to it. It cannot therefore be 
inferred from any thing there related, that be- 


fore Luther's or Calvin's days, any man held, 
believed or taught the doctrine of Luther or 
Calvin, or of the Lutherans or Calviniſts of our 
days, in its purity, if I may ſay fo, and full ex- 


tent. Secondly, this ſame catalogue is wholly 
chimexical; for the perſons cited by this author, 


are, according to his computation, true Lutheran- 


Calviniſts, becauſe. he finds in their writings 


a word or two, or, at moſt, a propoſition, which 


the Lutherans and Calviniſts maintain at preſent. 


But, were this ſufficient, he ought to have put 


* KKW 
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upon the roll of Lutheran-Calviniſts, Mahomet, 
Judas Ifcariot, Arms, and all arch-heretics that 
ever rent the church of Chriſt, ſince all and 
every one of them have in ſome point or other 
held the ſame »s the Lutherans and the Calviniſts 
hold Mahomet held, as they do, that there was 


(| but one God: Arius, that councils might err, 2 
and that the council of Nice had effectuallß WM = 
[- _ erred, in condemning him; ſo that by this way - 

of reaſoning Mahomet and Arius were Lutheran- b 


Calviniſts. Thirdly, this catalogue is abſolutely |} 
falle, for as much as the author has {ſwelled | 
it with the names of perſons, who to their deaths 
IE profeſſed the Roman Catholic faith, among theſe 
1 of popes, cardinals, archbiſhops, biſhops, religi- 
li ous men, and even of ſome who by their write. KF 
Uh ings have afferted the truth of the Roman 
ns Catholic faith. And what is his reaſon for ſo 
doing? Why, truly none at all. He would 
prove St. Gregory to have been a Lutheran» 
111 Calviniſt, from his reprehending the faults of 
| prieſts; St Irenæus, from his commending the 

| holy ſcripture; St. Polycarp, from his holding 
KEY the apoſtolic dotirine, and even Bellarmin to 
2:58 have been another, becauſe he complains of the 
1 fins of bad Catholics. Let the world judge, if 
11 theſe be arguments to prove them to have been 
| | Lutheran-Calvinifis Do not Roman Catholics 
and their preachers ſtill inveigh againſt the diſ- 
orders of ecclefiaftics? Do not they reproach 


11 all Catholics for their wicked lives? Do not 
1 they recommend the reading of the boly ſcrip- 
W |]. tures, and the doctrine of the apoſtles? Will 
| this transform them into Lutheran-Calviniſts ? 
14 Not at all? _ . 
1 >  ConSIDER, 
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 Cons1IDtR. XXI.—In running through all 
the hereſies of paſt ages, I made for myſelf an 
hiſtorical abſtraft incomparably better than this 
abſurd catalogue. For I found that almoſt all 
the articles of faith, which Lutherans and Cal- 
viniſts maintain, were formerly taught by ſome 
other arch-heretics, and condemned by the 
church; I do not mean, that any of them taught 
all theſe articles in the manner they are taught 
by Luther and Calvin, (for there abſolutely 
never was any ſuch) but that ſome arch-heretics 
taught ſome of them, and that in different ages. 
But this can never be an argument with men of 
ſenſe, that the Lutheran or Calviniſt dottrine 
had a being before Luther or Calvin. It only 
proves, and this indeed by a fair conſequence, 
that the religion broached by Luther and Calvin 
is a complication of divers ancient condemned 
hereſies, ſomewhat reſembling the beggar's coat, 
Which he finds among the brokers made up of 
party-coloured rags and patches, with ſome new_ 
ſhreds of cloth, of a colour and quality altoge- 
ther diſproportioned. 1 


CONSIDER. XXII. Next I took into con- 
ſideration the marks of the true church of Chriſt, 
vz. that it is One, Holy, Catholic, and Apoſtolical; 
but not one of them could I find in thoſe re- 
formed, or to give them their proper names, 
deformed churches. As for unzy, there is no- 
thing of it; for their adherents are at variance 
upon ſeveral of the chief articles of faith; and 
even thoſe of the ſame denomination are run into 
ſentiments and opinions directly oppolite. They + 
are no leſs ſtrangers to holzne/s, which as David. 
any C 3 e PI 
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| Pfal. xxxvii. 27. obſerves, directs us to flee from 
evil, and do the thing that is good, whereas theſe 
religions are fo far from teaching us to decline 
evil by the obſervance of God's commandments; 


that on the contrary they declare it a thing im- 
oſſible to obſerve them: and inſtead of exhort- 


ing us to well-doing, they teach us that good 


works * are no ways helpful towards the gaining 


of ſalvation, and, what is yet worſe, they ſay 


that good works + are downright ſins. Beſides 
that, they cannot name ſo much as one perſon of 


fanQlity that was of their religion. They are 
equally at a loſs how to prove their church 
catholic or univer/al; for their faith has never 
been ſpread throughout the world, as the Roman 
has, according to that of the apoſtle. Rom. x. 
18. Their found went into all the earth, and their 
door ds unto the ends of the world, Add to this, 
that their religion cannot be traced back through 
every age; for before the year 1517, it was no 


Where ſpoken of. And at this day, it is not 


known over all the world, it has only neſted in 
| ſome few provinces of Europe, which is the 


ſmalleſt part of the univerſe, compared with 
Africa, Aſia, and America, where it is ſo far 


from being eſtabliſhed, that it is not ſo much as 


mentioned, excepting a few corners, where the 


| ſeQtaries have gained a ſettlenient upon no other 
account but that of commerce. In fine, it can- 
not be apoſtolical, becauſe it was not founded by 


„Luther de Servo Arbitr. tom. 2 fol. 433. Si bonum opera- 


rentur 5 regnum obtinendum, nunguam obtinerent. 
Luth. Adv. Execra. Antich. tom. 2. fol. 110. In cap, g. 


ad Gal. tom. g. fol. 363. Condit, Ratio, tom. 2. fol. 26. De 
votis, fol. 284, N | BY | 


the 


the 
ſue 


fir 


282322 


or 1 ay 


* 
* 
. i 
N 
4 
2 
4% . 
. 
£ 
0 
2 
4 


D. of Brunſwick's fifty Reaſons. 31 
the apoſtles, nor is able to ſhew a continual 
ſucceſſion of its paſtors or its doftrine from thoſe 
firſt planters of the church of Chriſt. On the 


other fide, all theſe marks are ſhewed by all 
manner of proofs to be inherent in the Catholic 
Apoſtolic Roman Church. It was therefore with 


very juſt reaſon that I preferred it to all others. 


___Cons1DtR. XXIIL.—Then I began to con- 
ſider, how ſo many different nations, provinces, 
and whole kingdoms turned from heatheniſm to 
chriſtianity : I found it was done after an admir. 
able manner, and that ſuch a converſion could 

never have been effected without the divine 
power and aſſiſtance, by reaſon of the many ob- 
ſtacles on the part of powerful emperors, kings 
and tyrants, whoſe cruelty was to be undergone, 


and obſlinacy to be ſurmounted; and chiefly by 


[reaſon that the Chriſtian faith recommended to 
them things centrary to fleſh and blood, and to 


the maxims of the world, and propoſed to their 
belief ſublime and hidden myſteries, which the 


light of nature alone was not able to compre- 
hend; and all this by preachers deſtitute of all 


human ſupport. Upon a ſerious contemplation 


of theſe prodigious converſions, I began to think 


what that faith and religion was, and 1 ſoon 


diſcovered it to be the Catholic Apoſtolical Ro- 
man, which wrought thele wonders by men of an 
apoſtolical ſpirit, ſent by the chief biſhops to 


preach the goſpel. For our very adverſaries 
confeſs, that during the five firſt ages, there was 
no other religion to which ſo many nations were 
converted. The ſixth age ſaw England con- 


verted by St. Auguſtin, a Monk, ſent thither by 
9 5 | 7... 
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St, Gregory, Pope. In the ſeventh Germany 
embraced it by the preaching of St. Boniface, 
who received his miſſion from Pope Gregory 
III. St. Cyril and St. Methodius converted 
Moravia in the eighth. In the ninth Hungary 
and Poland were converted by St. Adelbert, St. 
Philigrin and others. In the tenth Bohemia, 
and Muſcovy; and long before this Friezland 
by St. Boniface and St. Willebrod. In the 
eleventh Pomerania by St. Bruno. In the 
twelfth Livonia by St. Meinard, and Sweden 
by Nicholas Breakſpear, who was afterwards 
advanced to the See of Rome. In the two laſt 
ages a vaſt number of provinces, as well in the 
Eaſt and Weſt Indies, and a far greater tract of 
land than all Europe together, have been brought 
to the chriſtian faith, which is no other than the 
Roman Catholic, and the number of converts | 
thereto is daily on the increaſe, But after the 
ſtricteſt {earch I have been able to make, I have | 
not found ſo much as one fingle Pagan nation, 
that has embraced Lutheraniſm or Calviniſm, or 
any of our new letts. All thei profelytes, as far 
as I can learn, are looſe and debauched Catholics, | 
who have not, in all appearance, any other mo- 
tive for leaping the pale of the Roman Catholic 
Church, than ſenſual pleaſures and worldly ſatis- 
factions. From theſe premiſes the moſt rational 
concluſion I was able to draw, was, that the 
Catholic Apoſtolic Roman Religion ought to be 
choſen before any of our new broached ſedts. 


CONSIDER. XXIV.—The foregoing conſi- 
deration carried me on to this farther remark : 
that God beſtowed on all the apoſtles, and on all 
8 8 „ nene 
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eeherl men, whom in former ages he choſe 


and ſent for the converſion of countries and 
nations, the gift of extraordinary miracles, ac- 


cording to that promiſe recorded by St. Mat- 
thew. chap. x. 7, 8. Go, faid our Saviour to his 
_ diſciples, preach— heal the fach, cleanſe the lepers, 
raiſe the drad, caſt out d-rals. Of which promiſe 


we read the accompliſhment in St. Mark's laſt 
words. And they went forth, and preached every 


where, the Lord working with them, and confi ning : 
the word with ſigns following. 


The meſter builders of our modern ſefts, may, 
as long as they pleaſe, boaſt their miſſion from 
God for the reforming of his church; they bave 


nevei yet produced any of the aforeſaid ſigns, 


nor wrought a miracle in confirmation of their 


doctrine or their miſſion, not ſo much as the cure 


of a lame dog, as a certain author tells them. 


How then could I believe that God had ſent. 


them, eſpecially ſince our Saviour has forwarned 
us to beware of fa!ſe prophets, which come in 


ſheep's cloathng, baving always in their mouths 
the HOLY SCKIPTURE and the GoSPEL, but 
nwardly they are ravenous wolves. St. Matt. vii. 
15. Which is yet more evident fiom their 
claſhing with one another, and preaching incon— 


ſiſtent doctrines, as Luther and Calvin did: it 


being impoſſible for both of them to have taught 


the trath, and conſequently to have received 


from God a commiſſion to reform his church, 


Hnce the one gives no better proof than the 


Other of his commiſhon. For which reaſon I 


judged that neither of them was worthy to be 
believed. c 


CoNstDpER. 
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CoNsI DER. XXV. I likewiſe took a view 


oſ the lives and manners of theſe firſt reformers; 
and I compared them with thoſe apoſlolical men, 
who from Paganiſm brought the Gentiles to the 
Roman Catholic Faith. And there appeared as 
great a diſproportion betwixt them, as there is 
betwixt light and darkneſs, betwixt heaven and. 
earth. Thoſe apoſtolical men were perſons uf 
eminent devotion, were cloſely united to God, 
endued with many ſingular virtues, were pious, 
ſober, humble and chaſte; they deſpiſed the 
riches of the world, fled from pleaſures, and had 
no other view than God's glory in the ſalvation _ 
of ſouls; as appears from the hiſtory of their 
lives, and from their wiitings. On the contrary, 


theſe pretended reformers were {laves to their 


| bellies, and to carnal pleaſures, apoſtates, per- 


Juiers vow-breakers, proud and impious, an 


| broached dotirines that flattered ſenſe to a moſt 
ſhameful degree.  T heir lives and writings bear 
Witneſs to their charge: what mortal was ever 
more ſwelled with pride and arrogance and pre- 
ſumption than Luther “ and Calvin +, who pre- 
feried themſelves to all antiquity, and their ſenſe | 


of the holy ſcriptures to that of all the ſaints and 


fathers of God's church ? What author has ever 
ſent abroad books fo beaſtly F and full of filth as 
Luther? or ſo impious and blaſphemous ꝙ as Cal- 


Luther cont. Reg. Angliz. tom. g. fol. 344. Reſp. ad Reg. 


Ang]. fol. 498. Adverl. Execrab. fol. 9g, 109. Epiſc. fol. 305. 
+ Calvin Tract, de Reform. Eccl. Spule p. 781. Epil. ad 


1 Adver. Pap. 107. fol. 451. Serm. de Matr. 1. 5. fol. 119. 
In 1 Cor. y, tom. 5. fol. 111, 112. EEE | 
Inſtit. I. 2. c. 14. n. 3. in cap. 17. Jo. v. 12. In c. g. ad 


Gal. Inſtit. 1, 1. c. 13. n. 9. 23, 24. J. 2. c. 26, n. 12. J. 4. 


c. 14 N. 3. | . L 
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vin? They have both writ in ſuch a manner, that 
| their very followers are now aſhamed of them. 


Connven, XXVI.—Another powerfol in- 


ducement to the catholic apoſtolic Roman reli- 
gion preferable to all theſe new ones, was this, 


that even in out days great numbers, fired with 
2 zeal of ſouls, undervaluing the conveniencies 


of life, leaving friends and relations, renouncing 


the honours, dignities and advantages of which 


they are iu poſſelſion or in a reaſonable expecta- 


tion, go cheerfully in queſt of people to the far - 


theſt corners of the earth, that they may preach 
to them the rolpel of Jeſus Chriſt, inſtrutt them 
in the principles of faith, and convert them to 
Chriſtianuy, without any apprehenſion of the 
dangers incident to ſuch long voyages, of the 


cruelty of tyrants, or of death itſe'f, which they 
have reaſon to expett from the malice of a bar- 
barous people; and with aſſurance they may be 


able to ſay, as St. Paul did, [ am zn labours more 


abundant, in ſtripes above meaſure, in priſons more 


frequent, in deaths oft, 2 Cor. xi. 23. But we 


never find the like among the preaches of the 
other religions. And this obliged me to con- 
clude, that thoſe were full, theſe empty, of the 


Spirit of God: for greater love hath no man than 


this, that a man lay down his tt 05 for His Jrends, 


John: xv 1 9. 


ed XXVII. Again. I admired to 
| ſee among the Roman Catholics, ſo many per- 
ſons who might live eaſy in the world, by reaſon 
of their plentiful eſtates, and all the convenien- 
cies that are uſed to wait upon illuſtrious fami- 
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lies, not only young gentlemen and pentlewo- 


men, but many others deſcending of Barons, 


Counts, Marquifſes and Princes; I ſay, to ſee 


theſe trample on all the delights and pleaſures of 


the world, and with ſuch cheerful hearts to preſs 


through a thouſapd obſtacles, and ſhut them. 


ſelves up in auſtere and poor cloiſters; and this 


upon no other motive than the love of God, and 


the ſecuring of their ſalvation. Can any of the 
new religions ſhew me a parallel to this? or ra- 


ther, do not they all run directly counter to it? 


Moreover, among their miniſters, you will ſcarce 


find one of noble extraction, or of any conſider. _ 


able family above the vulgar. 1 fay not this as 


if I pretended that God makes any diſtinttion of | 


perſons, I know very well that our bleſſed Savi- 


our made choice of ſimple ignorant fifhermen 


for his apoſtles: I only infer, that for Chiiſtians 


ſo courageouſly to leave the world, as religious 


men and women do in the 1 Church, 


they muſt certainly be influenced by an extraor- 


dinary grace of God, and, animated with the 
true faith iu which fuch ſingular graces are be- 
ſtowed upon them. 


Conte XXVII. I remember 4 0 


my youth I heard two Lutheran miniſters diſ- 


courſing concerning a young man of an admira- 
ble diſpoſition, with whom 1 was very well ac- 
quainted. If I be not miſtaken, ſaid one ot the 
miniſters to the other, this young man will never 


marry, The other made anſwer: He will do 


very well, for continency and celibacy is a great 
gift, and a ſingular grace of God, I, who was 
then very young and a Lutheran too, being a- 

| mazed 
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mazed at this anſwer, began thus to reaſon the 
matter with myſelf. Since our miniſters ſtile 
themſelves reformers of the church, and preach- 
ers of the pure goſpel, and own that continency | 


and celibacy is a great gift and a ſingular grace 
of God; how comes it to paſs, that God beſtows 


not this ſingular grace on them? For you will 
ſeldom or never find that the miniſters live 
unmarried. And how chances it, that this gift 
and grace is beſtowed on ſo many Papiſts, whom 
we call idolaters? For among them there are 
infinite numbers of religious men and women, 
and of eccleſiaſtics, who paſs their lives in a 
ſtrict obſervance of continency and chaſtity. 
Their religion muſt certainly be more acceptable 
to God, becauſe no man can be, Wi/dom viii. 21. 
chaſte, unleſs God give the grace. When 1 
came to riper years, I very frequently had this 
in my thoughts; and it was one of the motives 
that Ae me to the Roman Catholic faith. 
CodstDER. XXIX. I read ſeveral authors, 
who had written againſt the Roman Catholic re- 
ligion. and J could not but take notice, how in 
all their arguments they labour to prove, what 
Catholics do not deny, but on the contrary al- 
low without any difficulty. But they hardly 
touch upon thoſe points which Catholics hold 
for articles of faith. For inſtance, they will 
bring you a multitude of texts from ſcripture, to 
prove that God only is to be adored, and honour- 
ed with divine worſhip: when Catholics are ſo 
far from denying it, that they believe it to be a 
fin of idolatry to pay divine worſhip to any otea- 
ture whatever. Again they cite many places in 
So ſcripture 
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ſcripture, which make honourable mention of 
marriage. But what is all this to the purpoſe? 
Catholics condemn not marriage; fo far from it, 
that they put it in the number of ſacraments. 
Their doctrine in this particular, amounts to no 
more than what St. Paul taught them, 1 Cor. vii. 
39. that he that grueth his virgin in marriage, doth 
well; but he that giveth her not in marriage, doth 
beller. Again they ſpeak much of our Saviour's 
merits, and of the ſatisfaction he has offered for 
our fins. Very good. But what then? Do not 
Catholics hkewiſe teach that our Saviour's me- 
rits are of infinite value, and that his ſatisface 
tion ſaſhces for the ſins of the whole world? 
Muſt this hinder them from giving ear to the 
advice of St. Peter, 2 epiſ. i. 10. Brethren, give 
diligence t9 make your calling and election ſure by 
ood works, Or to that of St. Paul, Rom. viii. 
17. 1} /o be that we ſuſſer with him, that we may 
be alſo glorified with ham. They give us great 
encomiums of faith, And ſo do the Catholics. 
But may they not believe St. James, when he 
_ ſays, James ii. 24. Ye /ce then how that by works 
a man is juſtified, and not by faith only e or St. 
Paul, when he pronounces of himſelf, 1 Cor. 
xiii, 2. Though I have all faith, ſo that I could 
remove mountains, and have not charity, I am no- 
thing? In fine, our adverſaries inveigh moſt bit- 
_ terly againſt the diſſolute lives of ſome of the 
clergy. But how does this better their cauſe ? 
Catholics deteſl it as much as they: but then they 
admire in the generality of them that angelical 
chaftity which they preſerve both in body and 
{gul. N CS 1 
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" CoNSIDER, XXX.,—1I obſerved not only in 
theſe authors, but likewiſe in the ſermons and 
diſcourſes, both public and private, of other mi- 
niſters, that their main talent lay in ſlandering 
and blackening the Roman Catholic Church, 
And this alone was enough to-perſuade me, they 
were but ill provided with arguments againſt her. 
For when men in the heat of their difputes fling 
dirt at their adverfaries, it is a certain ſign their 
arguments want an edge. Moreover, calumnies 
are always made up of lies and forgeries. And 
how is it poſſible by barefaced lies to come at the 
truth? Yet this is the very caſe of the ſectaries. 
For inſtance, they will have the world to believe, 
that Catholics adore the ſaints; that they take 
the Pope for a God; that they put their hope 
and confidence more in their own merits and in 
thoſe of the ſaints, than in the merits of our Sa» 
viour Jeſus Chriſt; and a thouſand other ſtories, 
without any foundation, but pure malice, to ſup- 
port them. Now I could not think it rational 
to ground my faith on palpabie lies and calum- 
' nies; and for that reaſon I reſolved to inform 
myſelf of the truth of things; and having hap- 
pily found it, I rejected all theſe new ſeRts as fo 
many impoſtures. „„ 


ConslDER. XXXI.—I remember, that be- 
ing once preſent in my youth, at a diſpute of 
ſchool divinity, which was held among the Cal- 
viniſls, one of the audience, more knowing than 
che reſt, propoſed before all the company, in the 
perſon of a Catholic, an argument, which ſo gra- 
velled the profeſſor, that it quite ſilenced him for 
a time. Then to get clear of it, as well as he 
W D 2 „ een. 
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could, he told us, that, being formerly in Eng- 
land, he had propoſed the ſame difficulty to one 
of their doctors, who had no other anſwer 
to give him than that no pertinent reſolution _ 
could be made to the argument, and by conſe- 
_ quence that in this point no direct anſwer was to 
be given to Catholics, but the only way was to 
avoid the force and dint of it, by ſome logical 
evaſion. This anſwer did not a little ſcandalize 
me: for it is not by quirks and ſhuffles that ſa- 
tisfaction can be given to any argument, nor that 
the knowledge of any truth can be acquired, So 
that I judged the ſeQtaries took not much to 
heart the truth of matters, concerning articles of 


| faith, | 


 ___ CONSIDER, XXXII.—I obſerved likewiſe 
another particular, which gave me a moſt violent 
_ preſumption of the falſity of all the ſefts that 
ave ſeparated from the Roman Catholic Church, 
Though they continually refer Catholics to the 

| Holy een as for themfelves, they treat it as 
they think fit. Sometimes they reject whole 
books of it, at other times they dreſs it out in a 
lalſe ®1ranflation, and all of them expound it to 
their own fancies, and make it chime to the 
ſuggeſlions of their private ſpirits. On the con- 


trary, the Roman Catholics have all the ſame 


verſion, all make uſe of the fame books, which 

the church has uſed for above thirteen hundred 
years; and the underſtand them not according 
o their own private lights, but according to the 


# Concerning falfe tranſlations in the Engliſh Bible, ſee a 
| | Re true Church of Chriſt, part 1, p. 197. And 


ſenſe 


d, T | 
Ward's Exrgta to the Proteſtant Bible. 
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| ſenſe of the ancient fathers, and of the univerſal | 
church, to which bur blefſed Saviour refers us in 


theſe words, / he neglects to hear the church, let 


him be unto thee as an heathen and a publican. 


Mat. xviii. 17. . 

ConsiDrR. XXXIII. That nothing might 
pafs me without being examined, I attentively 
peruſed Luther's little Catechiſm, which the Lu- 


therans of Hungary make uſe of to this day. 1 
carefully compared it with the Catechifm of the 
fame Luther printed at Wittemberg in 1567, 
and I found that in ſeveral articles it differed as 
much as could be from the firſt edition of the 


ſame Catechiſm, printed at Wittemberg. I 


ſhould never bave imagined fo great an altera- 


tion, had I not remarked how the pretended re- 
formers of our days alter, as the fancy takes them, 
the articles of their religion; fo that ſome are 


| held in ſome countries, which are denied in 


others; ſome ſtifled in this age, which were 


broached in the laſt; and others broached in 
this, which were not ſo much as dreamt of in 


the laſt, If any man queſtions what I fay con- 
cerning theſe two Catechiſms, I defire he would 
compare them, which may eafily be done, fince 
this Catechiſm of Wittemberg was reprinted 
in 1701, at Tirnau in Hungary. On the con- 


trary in my travels through ſeveral catholic pro- : 


vinces, I found no difference among them, as to 


articles of faith, but rather an exact conformity. 


CoNsiDpER. XXXIV.— Having therefore 
met with ſo unaccountable a variety, as to mat- 
ters of faith, among thoſe that would be thought 
* — 2 : to 
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to follow the Augſburg Cefeſſion; I reſolved to 


read it with all poſſible attention. I procured 


ſeveral editions and thoſe of different times, but 
I found them fo altered and inconſiſtent, that I 


was not able to diſcover which of them was the 
ef and no wonder, ſince the very profeſ- 


ors of Lutheran univerſities are at variance about 


the matter. I laboured under this uncertainty 
till J had the good fortune, when at Vienna, tp 
be admitted one day with a great many more in- 
to the emperor's library. There, among other 
rarities, Nis Imperial Majeſty's library-keeper 
ſhewed us the very original of that Confeſſion, 


which Melancthon in 1430 preſented to Charles TY 
V. at the Diet of Augſburg. It is ſo different. 


from the other editions, that did they not bear 
the title, no man would take them for the Con- 
feſſion of Augſburg. From whence I infer that 
the religion of our Lutherans is not that of the 
Augſburg Confeſhon, but very different from it, 
and conſequently not worthy to be regarded, 
But why was I not contented at leaſt with the 
original itſelf? Becauſe it contained a_great ma- 
ny lies and palpable contradictions, as Cardinal 
Pazman hath clearly proved in his learned 
work, called Ka/auz, from page 415 to 440. 


 Cons1DxR. XXXV. Having very ſrequent- 
ly meditated on thoſe words of our Saviour, 
Mat. vii. 13, 14. Enter ye in at the ſtrait gate, for 


_ wade 15 the gate, and broad ts the way that leadeth 
to deſirutiton, and man) there be which go in 
thereat, becauſe flrait is the gate, and narrow 15S 


the way which leadeth unto life, and few there be 


| that find 2c. And Luke xili. 24. Stripe to enter 


n 


r 
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in at the ſtrait gate. 1 ſay, having very fre- 
quently conſidered theſe words, I eaſily pereeiv - 

ed the religions contrary to that of the Roman 
Catholics, were not this ſtrait gate which leadeth 
unto life; but that they were the wide gate that 
leadeth to deſtruction. For according to their 

doctrine “ it is ſufficient to the gaining of eter- 
nal life, to believe one's ſelf predeſtined to glory, 
and that he ſhall be ſaved. Now certainly this 
doctrine can never be reconciled with that of 
our bleſſed Saviour and his apoſtles. For, when 
one aſked Jeſus Chriſt, Mat. xix. 16, 17. Good 

Maſter, what good things ſhall I do, that I may 

| have eternal life? He anſwered, If thou wilt en- 

ler into life, keep the commandments. Whereas 
our ſectaries, had the queſtion been put to them, 
would not have faid, if thou wilt enter into life 

keep the commandments, for this they judge im- 

_ poſſible; but rather, if thou wilt enter into life, 

only believe that Jeſus Chriſt has fulfilled for 
thee the commandments of God the Father. 

The Jews, touched with St. Peter's ſermon, aſk- 
ed, What ſhall we do? Acts ii. 37, 38. And St. 
Peter anſwered, Do penance, as our Saviour him- 
ſelf had ſaid before, Luke xii. g. Except ye do 
penance ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. And St. Peter 
again, Acts iii. 19. Do penance therefore and be 
converted, that your fins may be blotted out. In 
the ſame manner did St. John the Baptiſt begin 
his preaching, Matt. iii. 2. and 8. Do penance— 
Bring forth therefore worthy fruits of penance. 
But what would our new goſpellers anſwer, were 


V Calv. Inflit. 1. Sf $6: 16, & 24. Antid. Conc. Trid. 
in Seſl. 6, cap. 13, 14. Beza Expoſ. de la Foy, ch. conc. 24. 


they | 
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they aſke4 by any one, whether and in what 
manner penance ought to be done? They wonld 
tell him, only believe thy ns are pardoned thee, 
through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, and that is ſuf= 
_ ficzent, But ſhould 1 put tbis other queſtion to 
them, am 1 obliged to forgive my enemy the 
injuries he has done me, if 1 would have God 
to forgive me my fins? what would they anſwer 
then? Nothing elſe J ſoppoſe, but that it is e- 
nongh for me to believe that my fins are for- 
given. _ wp our Saviour has declared, Mat. 
vi. 14, 15. J ye ſorgide men ther treſpaſſes, your 
heavenly Father will alſo forgive rd. 17 yve 
forgive not men ther treſpaſſes, neither will your 
Father forgive your treſpaſ/es. J aſk farther, whe- 
ther by good works 1 may merit eternal life? 
They will anſwer me in the negative, and that 
it is faith alone that gains it. Yet St. Peter, 
2 Peter i. 10. exhorts us by good works to make 
our calling and election ſure. And St. Paul tells 
us, Rom. ii. 6, 10. that God will render to every 
man according to his deeds. Glory, honour, and 
peace to every man that worketh good. And, 
1 Cor. iii. 8. that every man ſhall receive his own 
reward, according to his own labour, Another 
queſtion maybe, whether I can reſcue myſelffrom 
the puniſhment due to my fins, by giving alms ? 
fince our Saviour ſays, Luke xi. 41. Grove alms of 
faucht things as you have en behold, all things 
are clean unto you. And the prophet Danie}, 
Dan. iv. 27. Redeem thy fins by alms, and thy ini- 
quibies by ſhewing mercy to the poor. They will 
tell me, purſuant to their 8 ſyſtem, that 
it is not neceſſary, only believe that our Saviour 


has ſatisfied for you, and you will be without ſpot 
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or blemiſh: only believe that Jeſus Chriſt died 
for you, and you will get clear of your ſins. 
Faith alone will do your work. Laſtly, 1 defire 
to know what thoſe fins are which damn a ſoul 
and exclude it from the glory of heaven? St. 
Paul anſwers, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Be not decetved : 
neither fornicators, nor zdolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor 1 nor abuſers of themſelves with man- 
Kind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners, ſhall inherit the kingdom 
of God. But our reformers, with their patriarch 
Luther *, will aſſure me, that no ſin but 8 
damn a man. 1 appeal to the common ſenſe 
and reaſon of mankind, if this be not a new, and 
wide, and ſpacious way: and conſequently, a 
way by which never any man went to heaven. 


___ ConsiDgr, XXXVI.—On occaſion of this 
controverſy, viz. Whether faith alone will ſuffice 
_ to /ave a man: for the ſupport of which princi- 
ple Luther ſacrilegiouſly corrupted that text of ||! 
St. Paul, Rom. iii. 38. We conclude that a mans ||} 
Juſtified by faith, and read by faith alone; I began w 
to ſuſpect the ſeQaries wight uſe the like deceit 1 
in other texts of holy fcripture. I therefore re- ol 
ſolved to inform myſelf as to this particular, and, _ 
1 foon found there was but too much reaſon for 4 
my ſuſpicion. The ſame Luther coming to that nl 
text of St. Peter, cited in a foregoing conſidera- 
tion, 2 Pet, i. 10. Give diligence by good works to 4 


„ Baptizatus etiam volens non poteſi perdere falutem ſuanv 


quantiſcunque peccatis, niſi nolit credere ; nulla enim peccata- 


—— ens AD a9 V3 * * _ * 


| cum poſſunt damnere, niſi ſola incredulitas, Cap. Bab. tom. 2. 
1 fol. 74. Similia docet, contra Cathar, tom. 2. fol. 148. & Po- 
tilla in Dom. 8. poſt Trin. e Ing | | 
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malie your calling and eleclion ſure, entirely omits 


ſalvation, We read in St. Mat. xxvi. 26. and 


ts my body. For the ſame reaſon, inſtead of 
thoſe words in St. John vi. 31. J am the liv- 
ing bread which came down from heaven, the 


the text might the more cafily be underſtood of 


veſtra : but alſo very clearly from St. Mat. xvt. 


ulrum peccata veſtra, ſay, Confitemini peccata ve/- 
tra ad inoicem. | Confes the fins you have commut- 


"ted againft each 'other. St. Paul, Heb. xiii. g. 
bile connubium in omnibus. The reformers tranſ- 
late it, Marriage honourable among all, Honora- 
bile connubium inter omnes, to give a ſanttion to 
the marriages of priefts. Jeſus Chriſt ſays, 


Foundation of the world. For I was hungry, and 


Luther, 


in his tranſlations thoſe words, by good works, 
_ becauſe they evidently condemn his error con- 
cerning the uſeleſſneſs of good works in order to 


St. Mark xiv. 22. Hoc eff corpus meum, This ts 
my body e but to ſhut out of the euchariſt the real 
preſence of Chriſt's body, the generality of the 
Calviniſts read it thus, Hic eft corpus meum, Here 


have tranſlated, I am the liſegiving bread, that 


common bread. The Roman Catholics prove 
the ſacramert of penance, not only from St. 
James's epiſtle, ch. v. 16. Confe/s your faults one 
to another, Confitemini ergo aiterutrum peccata 


19. and St. John xx. 23 The reformers, to 


get clear of ſacramental conſeſſion, inſtead of 
ſaying with St. James, Conſilemini ergo aller- 


declares Marriage honourable among all, Honora- 


Mat. xxv. 34, 35 Come ye bleſſed of my Father, 
Takertt' the: „ ou" from the 


ye gave. me meat, I was thirfly, and ye gave me 
@rink, I was a ſtranger and ye took me in, Sc. 
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Luther, in his tranſlation, omits rox; becauſe 
he knew that Catholics proved from hence good 


works to be meritorious of eternal life. I omit 


a great many other forgeries of the like nature, 
which convinced me that the heads of all our 
new ſets taught not the way of God in truth, 


but that they tortured the holy ſcripture to make 


it ſpeak their own private ſenſe, and clipped it 


as they thought convenient. How therefore 


could I think it prudence to adhere to their re- 


 ligion? 


__ ConsIDeR. XXXVII.—After this, I made 
a kind of ſcrutiny towards a diſcovery of the 
true church of Jeſus Chriſt, from thoſe that 
falſely pretend to be ſo; and I did it in this 
manner. There is ſomewhere in the chriſtian 


world a true church of Jeſus Chriſt. All reli— 


gions and ſects admit this propoſition, excepting | 
thoſe heretics who are called Expefants, II 


there be a true church of Jeſus Chriſt, it muſt 


have been founded by Jeſus Chriſt himſelf; 
and conſequently according to the principles of 
wiſdom, ſince her Founder is the Eternal Wil- 

dom itſelf, Now if this church was wz/cly 


founded, ſhe was founded in ſuch a manner as 
to be ſure of a conſtant and perpetual being, pur- 


ſuant to that maxim of our Saviour, Mat. vii. 


24, 25. Whoſoever heareth theſe ſayings of mine, 
and doth them, I will liken him unto a wiſe man 
which built his houſe upon a roch: aud the rain 
deſcended, and the py; came, and the wind's bleu, 
aud beat upon that houſe, and it fell not, for it 
' was founded on @ rock. And it is of this houſe 
our Saviour ſpeaks, when he lays, Mat. xvi. 18+ 


Upon 
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Upon this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. If ſne 
 ftands on ſo firm a foundation, it is not poſſible 


for her to fail, or fall either by the rains of afflic- 


tions, or by the torrents of perſecutions, or by 
the winds of herefies; otherwiſe we muſt ſay, it 
was built on a ſand and not on a rock; and if it 
cannot fail, it muſt always have been viſible; be- 
ſides that, it would have been to no purpoſe for 
our Saviour to have given this rule to his faith. 
ful, Mat. xviii. 17. Tell it unto the church, but if 


he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee 


as an heathen man and a publican. For how can 
the faithful tell or propoſe a thing to a church 
inviſible and no where to be found? If ſhe was 
_ viſible to all the faithful, her limits muſt have 
been extended by the apoſtles after the aſcenſion. 


of Jeſus Chriſt, purſuant to thoſe orders he gave 


them, Mark xvi. 15. Go ye into all the world, and 


preach the goſpel to every creature. Which they 


faithfully complied with, as we learn from the 
ſame evangeliſt, Mark xvi. 20. And they went 
forth and preached every where, the Lord working 


with them, and confirming the word with fiyns fol. 


lowing. Now lince the apoſtles carried the faith 
on all ſides, and that the truth was preached 
through all the world, the church was certainly 
untverſal, that is to ſay, catholic; and if univer- 
ſal, ſhe was likewiſe one. For which reaſon we 
are told, John x. 16. There ſhall be one fold; 
Rom. xii. 4. one body; Eph. iv. 4. one body and 
one ſhirit. And, if the church be one body and 


one ſpirit, ſhe ought to have one head, and 


therefore it was fit that Jeſus Chriſt, when he 
aſcended into heaven, ſhould leave ſome one of 


his 
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his apoſtles; to be the viſible head of this church. 
And who was this, but St. Peter, to whom our 
Saviour ſaid, John i. 42 Thou art Simon the ſon 

of Jona: thou ſhalt. be callad Cephas, which 1s by 


 enterpretation. a Rocks and afterwards, John xxi. 
13, 164.17, Feed my Lambs—Feed my ſheep: and 


| in another, place, Mat. xvi. 18, 29. And I jay 


alſo unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon 4s 


Rock 1 will build my chureſi And I wall: give un- 
to thee, the le of the ing dom of heaven. Peter 


therefore was-conſtituted the head of the viſible 
church founded by Jeſus Chriſt, And becauſe 


Peter was not to live for ever, whereas the 


church was to continue to the Monden, AC» 


cording to that promiſe of our Saviour, Mat. 
xxviii. 20. Behold I am with you all days even 


unto the end of the world; he was to have ſuc- 
ceſſors in his unlimited paſtoral care and in 


chriſtian doftrirre, and theſe were likewiſe to 
have theirs. From whence it follows, that this 
continual ſucceſſion of paſtors and dodrine is an- 
nexed to the true church of Jeſus Chriſt, But 
| becauſe Peter and his ſucceſſors could not preach 

in perſon to all the world, they were to have fel. 
low-labourers in this ſacred miniſtry; for which 


reaſon Chriſt, Ephef. iv. 11, 12, 13, 14, gave to 


his church \ ſome, apoſtles; and ſome, prophets ; 


and ſome, evangeliſts; and /ome, paſtors and 


teachers; for the penſeching of the ſaints, for the 


10 of the miniſtry, for the eurfying of the body 
of. Chriſt, till we come in the unity of the faith, un- 


10. a perfett man, unto te meaſure of ihe ſtature of 


the 5 of Chriſt: that we henceforth be no 
more children toſſed to and fro, and carried about 


with every wind of doctrine wh the Jug of men, 


an 
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and cunning craftineſs whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive. In fine ſince Jeſus Chriſt has called us 
to his church for that ſame end, which St. Paul 
recommends to us in the ſame chapter, Epheſ. 
iv. 24. Put on the new man, which after Cod is 


created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, the 


church of Jeſus Chriſt muſt be koly, that is to 
Tay, ſhe mult by her doctrine encourage holineſs, 
and among her children have ſome at leaf} re- 
markable for holineſs, But where ſhall we find 
this church founded by our Saviour, and by his 
apoſtles ſpread over all the world, if it be not 
the Roman Catholic? For this it was that the 
holy apoſtles Peter and Paul founded and en- 
larged at Rome. The faith of Rome was the 
ſame with that of the apoſtles, and of St. Paul 
in particular, who writing to the Romans, Rom. 
i. 12. ſays, that their faith was his; therefore ſhe 
was apoſtolical, This ſame faith, as he teſtifies 
in the ſame chapter, Rom 1. 8. was preached 
throughout the world; therefore ſhe was catho- 
lic or univerſal, She was built upon a rock, 
therefore ſhe cannot fail: ſhe has always been, 
and is to this day v/ble, All nations upon leav- 
ing paganiſm came into her pale. It is ſhe that 
ome . a continual ſucceſhon of chief paſtors | 
_ from St. Peter to Benedict XIV. the pre- 
| ſeut Pope. In all parts of the earth ſhe holds 
exally the ſame rule of faith, therefore ſhe is 
one. She has had an infinite number of ſaints _ 
of both ſexes, of martyrs, of confeſſors, and of 
virgins. She teaches her children the way of 
holineſs, to fly from evil and to do good, lhe is 
therefore holy; by conſequence ſhe inherits the 
true faith and religion, and is the true church of 
„ WL JJ 6 
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Jieſus Chriſt; if ſhe is the true, I infer ſhe is the 
only church, and that no other has a title to our 
obedience, _ 7 | 5 


ComdstpER. XXXVIII.— Let it be farther 
conſidered, that all the religions which are at 
variance with the Roman Catholic in general, 
and in particular, are likewiſe as to doctrine and 
points of faith at variance among themſelves. 
hey cannot then be one church; they were not 
| preached by the apoſtles, but were trumped up a 
great many ages after them; therefore they are 
| not apoſtolical. They have not obtained over 
all the world, but only in a few provinces, and 
thoſe in Europe only ; they cannot therefore paſs 
For the catholic or univerſal church: they can- 
not trace the ſucceſſion of their paſtors and their 
doctrine any higher than to Luther and Calvin; 
conſequently they have not from the apoltles a 
continual ſucceſſion of their miniſtry or their 
doctrine. They cannot name one ſaint who has 

been their follower : they do not teach us to fly 
from evil and to do good; but, on the contrary, 

they maintain that this is impoſſible and nothin 

to the purpoſe. How then can they be repute 
a boly church? And fince they have none of the 
marks of the true church of Chriſt, it follows, 
that all of them in general and in particular are 

to be rejected. „ = 
5 


CosipER. XXXIX. —It often happens, 
that, in diſputes between Roman Catholics and 

their adverlaries, the queſtion is nd concerning 
| the text of ſcripture, that is ſay, whether the 
1 book out of which the text is taken, be canoni- 
7 8 f % ola, 


32 D. of Brunſuieh fifty Reaſons. 


cal, or whether the tranſlation be good and faith. 


ful; but only concerning the true ſenſe and 
meaning of the text, 'The Roman Catholics 
OWN 1t their obligation to expound the ſcripture 


according to the ſenſe of the primitive church, 


and of the ancient fathers, 'The [eQaries forge 
new interpretations, not only contrary to that of 
the primitive church and of the ancient holy 


fathers, but alſo contrary to each other, according 


as their private ſpirit direfts them. And in raſes 


of this nature I have often been at a ftand, and 


_ doubted for ſome time which of theſe expoſitions 

and interpretations it were beſt to follow. But, 
upon mature deliberation, my reafon dictated 
that the expoſition of the Roman Catholics de- 
ſerved the preference, as being more agreeable 


to that of the whole primitive church and of the 
ancient holy fathers; firſt, becauſe no man can 


doubt but the univerſal authority of the whole 


primitive church carries greater weight than the 


authority of a few particulars, and of a, later 


date; ſecondly, becauſe the holy fathers, for 
fapftity, for ſolidity of dodtrine, and for dili- 


gence in ſeeking after truth, were beyond com- 


ariſon more to be admired than the volatile wits 


of qur innovators, who through want of an ex- 
tenfive knowledge, and purch | 
paſſions, have ftrangely disfigured the church of 
God. Beſides that, theſe holy fathers lived nearer 


to indulge their 


to the days of the apoſtles, ſome of them having 


been their contemporaries, or at leaſt their im- 


mediate ſucceſſors; ſo that they had certainly 


greater lights towards a right underſtanding of 


the holy ſcripture, than the pretended reformers 


of our days can boaft of, who come ſo many 
1 5 | cots 3 
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ages after them; laſtly, becauſe the interpreta- 


tion of the fathers was antecedent to the dil- 
putes which have of late been ſet on foot be- 


tween Catholies and Sectaries; fo that their 


judgment were no ways bialled by intefeſt or 
paſhon. Wheveas the Sectaries of our days be- 
ing prepoſleſſed in favour of one ſide of the con- 
troverſy, endeavour to turn, or to ſpeak more 
properly, to torture the ſcriptures to their pri- 
vate ſentiments, inſtead of {quaring their ſenti- 
ments to the holy fcriptures. 8 


CoNsIiDER. XL. — But to ſet the matter in 
its cleareſt light, let us come to an exampld. 


Theſe words of our bleſſed Saviour, Hoc & Core 
pus meum, This is my body, the Roman Catholics 


underſtand in their proper and literal ſenſe, be- 


cauſe they were never otherwiſe under ſtood by 


the ancient fathers or catholic church. Secta- 
ries will not allow of this ſenſe, but then the Lu- 


therans underſtand them one way, and the Cale 


viniſts another; and again, the Zuinglians one 


way and the Arians another; and each of theſe 
hath no other rule for his interpretation than the 
dictate of his private ſpirit. To which there- 
fore of theſe private ſpirits could I molt ſecurely 
adhere ? or which of their interpretations, was | 
bound to receive? As I could not ud that any 
ol them had a better reaſon than the reſt to ſup- 


port his ſenſe, I judged it impoſſible to make a 
choice: for truth, whatſoever its object be, is 


one, whereas fallhood wears ſeveral maſks, and 
holds no intelligence with finceaity. I chole 
therefore rather to follow allo. in this point the 

PS E 3 doctrine 
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doctrino of the catholic church, becauſe it offered 
me the beſt ſecurity, 6 


CoNsIDER. XLI.— For the more perfect dif. 
covery of the truth I ſought after, I reſolved to 
read the moſt celebrated authors of both parties, 
that I might be able to judge how far their doc- 
trine agreed with that of the holy fathers of the 
primitive church, and whether in all points they 
agreed among themſelves; and therefore I pe- 
ruſed a great many books written by Roman Ca- 
_ tholics of divers nations, as well Spaniards, Ita. 
| lians, Flanderkins, and Engliſh; as Germans, 
Polanders, and Hungarians; and the iſſue of 
this enquiry was, that I found a perfect harmony 
among them as to points of taith, and their 
deference to the ancient fathers. It was a mat- 
ter of admiration to me that their ſchoolmen, 
who widely differed in opinion as to other ſub- 
jects, ſhould all as with one voice profeſs, 
'Y maintain, and teach the very ſame as to what 
I” concerns the articles of faith. I obſerved the 
| Ttike in the writings of the ancient holy fathers, 
| though they lived and writ in times and places 
1 very diſtant from one other, as Ignatius and 
Chryſoſtome, at Antioch; Athanaſius and Tele- 
ſphorus, at Alexandria; Macarius and Cyril, at 
Jeruſalem; Proclus, at Conſtantinople; Gregory 
and Baſil, in Cappadocia; Juſtin, at Athens; 
Dennis, at Corinth; Ephrom, in Syria; Cyprian, 
Optatus and Auguſtin, in Afric; Epiphanius, in 
Cyprus; Ambroſe, in Italy ; Irenzus, in France; 
Oroſius and Iſidore, in Spain; Bede, in Eng- 
land, &c. But when I came to confront the 
writings of gur new reformers with the dotling 
| | 3 
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of the ancient fathers, I found them as oppoſite 


as eaſt and weſt. In the next place I examined 
what harmony theſe ſectarian writers kept among 
themſelves, but I clearly diſcovered they were 


mightily at jars about points of faith. It is not 
only the Lutherans that quarrel with the Calvie | 


niſts, and the Calviniſts with the Lutherans, and 
both of them with the Puritans, Arians, and 
 Anabaptifls; but even thoſe of the ſame cloth 
are ſtrangely at variance about their faith, The 
rigid Calvinifts are of one perſuaſion, and the 


more moderate of another. The Remonftrants 
teach one thing, and the Anti-remonſtrants teach 


the contrary, The Puritans maintain and teach 
what the Preſbyterians will not allow; and as 


for the Lutherans, ſome things are held to be of 
faith at Wittemberg, others at Lantſberg, others 
in Sweden, others in Hungary, others in Bran- 
denburg, and others in England. Beſides that 
the Lutherans follow in the age we now live in, 
a dottrine they were ſtrangers to in the fore- 
going age. They taught and believed one thing 


at the beginning of Lutheramſm, and another 
thing in its progreſs. What account then ſhould 


I be able to give in the day of judgment, if to ſo 
many great lights of the church, I preferred a 
handful of inconſiderable men, who have neither 


their learning nor their virtue, and are over and 
above ſo divided among themſelves? I there= 


fore judged it beſt to ſet theſe all aide, and ye. 


keep to the fathers. 


CONSIDER. XIII Ras 3 the 8 


fathers had been all ſilent, the very ſtones and 
remnants of antiquity ſpoke to me, atteſted and 
1 recommended 
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recommended the truth of the Roman Catholic 


faitb. For upon taking into conſideration the 
old churches, elections of kings and emperors, 


and the ceremonies uſed at their coronation, the 


ancient ſtatutes of Cæſars, and of monarchs, the 
Jaws and cuſtoms of the moſt ancient univerſities, 
the converſion of nations to the ſaith of Chrift, 
the infcriptions cut in marble, the hiſtories _ 
annals of all ages fince the birth of our Re- 
deerer; all the memorable facts that have hap- 
pened fince the firf promulgation of the chriſtian 
faith; the journals and calendars wherein are 
marked the illuſtrious actions of the ſaints, and 
the moſt ſolemn days of the year, which are ſtill 
in ufe among the ſectaries themſelves, as the 
Sundays, called Quadrageſima, Quinquageſima, 
Sexageſima, Septuageſima, Faſter, Quaſimodo, 
Jubilate, Cantate, Rogate, &c. all theſe things 
gave me clearly to underſtand that no other 
religion beſide the Roman Catholic was ever 
firmly planted in the chriſtian world; ſo that I 
had convincing reaſons not to ſeparate from an- 


tiquity, nor to adhere to any of theſe novelties 
that bear lo freſh a date. 


CoxsiprR. XLIII.— For the "IM of 3 | 
teen hundred years the Roman Catholic Church 
has been attacked by Pagans and Gentiles, by 
cruel tyrants, by Mahometans, by Schiſmatics 
and innumerable hereſies, without being woriled; 
and to this day ſhe defends herſelf courageouſly 
and invincibly in a viſible and flouriſhing con- 
dition. Nay, ſhe is daily on the increaſe, and 
extends her limits wider and wider. On the 
contrary, ſo many hereſies, and of ſo many 
_ different 
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different ſorts, which appeared formidable for 


ſtrength and power, and ſpread, like ſo many 


rapid torrents, bave periſhed, diſappeared, and 
quite venithed away. As for inſtance, the here- 
ſies of the Manichees, the Donatiſts, the Pelagi- 


ans, the Iconoclaſts, and a great many more. 


Now what can I infer from hence, but that the 


Roman Catholic Church was built by Jeſus 


Chriſt upon a rock, and that it was of her our 


Saviour prophe lied when he ſaid, St. Matt. xvi. 
18. The gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. 


But that all ſefts have been built by men upon a 


ſand, that the rain has fallen, the rivers: have 
_overflowed, and the winds have riſen, that they 


came upon thoſe ſects and overturned them, and 


made ſtrange havock? And I may add, that 


they deſtroyed themſelves, and that thoſe of 


latter growth will in time meet with the ſame 
fate, according to that principle of our bleſſed 


Saviour, St. Matt. xv. 13. Every plant which my 


heavenly Father hath not planted! ſhall be rooted 
up. For theſe reaſons I choſe rather to take 
ſhelter in the houſe which was built upon a 
rock, than in that which was built on the land, 
and threatened me with its enen ruin. 


bwörb av: XLIV FEE” have 8 


great attention viewed the libraries both of Ca- 


tholics and SeQaries, and in thoſe of the Catho- 


| lies 1 obſerved three ſorts of books placed into 
many cells or claſſes of a conſiderable length, of 
| which books I could not find the leaſt appear- 


ance in the libraries of Seftaries. The firſt claſs 
of theſe Catholic books had for its title, The 


Lives of Saints, Great numbers there were of 
. chem 
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them of every ſtate, among the reſt an infinity of 
holy virgins; there were alſo the hiſtories of 


holy widows, biſhops, hermits, religious of both 


ſexes, martyrs, apoſlolical men, ſaintly kings and 


other holy confeſſors; whoſe lives contained 


their admirable and heroic virtues, their inno- 
cence and godly converſation, their piety towards 
_. God, and charity towards their neighbours, and 
all the, perfeCtions of a chriſtian life. 1 thought, 
and thought again of what I ſaw, and my feaſon 
told me, that that muſt certainly be the true 


religion, which abounded with ſo many virtuous 


Log for we ae told, St. Matt. vii. 18, 20. 
That a corrupt tree cannot bring forth good fruit. 
M lerefere by thar fruits ye ſhall know them. 
Now all theſe virtuous perfons, ſaid J to myſelf, 
lived and died in the. Roman Catholic Faith; 
what then can I infer, but that this is the true 
faith? 1 _ „ 
The ſecond claſs of theſe books were entitled, 
Spiritual Books, which abounded with ſolid doc- 
trine concerning the exerciſe of virtue and of 
chriſtian perfection. They treated of the imita- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt, of the contempt and vanity 
of the world, of the love of God and our neigh- 
bour, of loving our enemies and pardoning 
injuries, of humility of heart, of ee chaſtity 
and angelical purity. both of body and ſoul; of 
conformity to the will of God, of meditation on 
the tour laſt things, of the enormity of ſin, and 
of the practice of devotion, and of all other 
virtues. | = To, . 
The third claſs had for its title, Moral Divines, 
who treated at large of the obſervation of the 
decalogue and divine laws, of the reſtitution 1 - 
14107 1 
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ill gotten- goods, of the reparation of damages 


done to a neighboar, of the uſe of the ſacra- 
ments, and the requiſites to a due adminiſtration. 
of them; ;. in fine, of all things belonging 0 the 


direktion of conſciences. 


As to the libraries af Sefaries, I met with 


| nothing of this nature in their books. No lives 
of their ſaints, becauſe no ſaints in their com- 


munion: no ſpiritual books, becauſe their books 
have hothing conducive to chriſtian perfettion; 
_ nay, they are ſtrangers to the very name. No 
Imitation of Jeſus Chriſt, for they judge it a 
thing impoſſible. No exerciſe of virtues nor of 
good works, which they think unneceſſary for 
the gaining of ſalvation. Nothing of chaſtity, 


nor of conſcience, the very name is hateful to 
them. Nothing of doing penance, for, accord- 
ing to them, there goes no more to the gaining 
of heaven, than the believing that our Saviour 
has ſatisfied his heavenly Father for our' ſins; 
Nothing, in fine, of moral divinity, for they 
hold that it is not poſſible to keep the command- 
ments, that all fins are equally enormous, that 


the ſins of the predeſtinate are not reputed ſing 


in the light of God, and that no man ſhall be 
damned, ſave only for the ſin of infidelity, I 
might add many more particulars, which fleſh 
and blood have ſuggeſted to them, and which 


never deſcended from the Father of Lights; ſo 


that they Eannot be improved into principles of 
a ſpiritual life, but, on the . are the 
ſources of W and brutal life, 


piſcence. 
THY coxsipER. 


a general 
depravation of manners, and ſo many inlets to 
the very worſt effects of libertiniſm and concu- 


4 ——ü—ä—ͤ—ͤ ſ— — ee atthaas — ow —.— beer 


'$ Db Brobforict ff 'y aſi. 


ConsrDtR. XLV. I likewiſe ſet their con- 


venticles, thoſe eſpecially in which the confeſ. 


ſions of Augſburg, Switzerland, Geneva, and 


England, where firſt minted, againſt the ancient 
general councils of the Roman Catholic Church, 
But what compariſon could there be between 


light and darkneſs? . cuſtom of the Roman 


7 Catholic Church, invite to a general 
council, the £7 wi Ti all parts of the world, 
the moſt learned divines of every nation, the 
ambaſſadors of emperors and kings; where mat- 


ters are diſcuſſed with the greateſt exattneſs and 
deliberation, decrees drawn up by unanimous 


_ conſent upon the points in queſtion, and theſe 
univerſally accepted by the faithful. The coun- 


cils; too are held for a conſiderable, time, now 
and then for ſeveral years, that matters may be 


more thoroughly examined and ſet in their 


cleareſt light, and by this means be ſo fixed as 
never after to be called in queſtion. But what 
can be ſaid, for thoſe allemblies of the adverſe 


party, for inſtance, for that of Augſburg, * which 


gave birth.to the bon of that name? The 
compilers of it were a {mall parcel of men that 


| had ſcarcely a tindture of divinity ; they let 
about it with precipitation, and finiſhed it in haſte, 


and in a public ale-houſe too. A few Germans 
were all io alliſted at it, without the concur». 
rence. of any ſingle man from other nations; 


perſons already ſoured with prejudices, {ſwelled 


with pride, and abandoned to a ſenſual and 
voluptuous life Few towns and princes received 


it, the groatos Part rejected it, and it has ſeveral 


* 8 the biſhop of Meaux' $ Hiſtory of Variations, Book: * 
EI times 
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times been altered and reformed. When J had 
well conſidered how things went on both ſides, 
I thought it a neceſſary piece of prudence, as to 

the regulating of my faith, rather to follow the 
judgment of Catholic councils, than the haſty 
5 reſolutions of ſuch tumultuous allemblies. 


"Gonttorn: XLVI. The conſcience DECa- 


tholics and that of ſectaries were the ſubject 
of this conſideration. 

Conſcience is an act of the uber in ding or 
reaſon, which diftates to as that a thing 1 is lawful 
or unlawful. and, conſequently, that it is to be 
done, or lefl undone: ſo that conſcience is the 
immediate and neareſt rule of our will. Let us 
then conlider thoſe rules which. are recom- 

mended by Catholics on the one hand, and by 
ſectaries on the other. | 

"The Catholics give theſe. 

It is our obligation to avoid fin of what 
kind ſoever it be; and God has left it in the 
power of man's free- will to ſin, or not to ſin. 

2. Every mortal fin deſerves everlaiting tore 
| at: and any one {in of this kind 1 1s abet to 

damn us. 

g. A ſin ought not to be committed upon any 
account; inſomuch that it were better a thou- 
ſand times to die than to fall into fin, were It 
never ſo mall. 

4. We muſt give an account to God of the 
leaſt fin, though it be but an idle world. 

5. A ſin of injuſtice is incapable of pardon, 
unleſs reſtitution be made, or at leaſt intended, | 
according to our t ewer. 


F 5. After 


© | 
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6. After the commiſſion of a mortal ſin, no- 


| thing remains but either hell or penance. 


7. Every good athion of ſupernatural order 


ant glory, and ſupernatural grace, with its 
increaſe. 


8. All. our mortal ſins muſt 55 confeſſed to a 


prieſt, who has power to hear and to abſolve us. 


There are many other rules of the like nature. 


Let us now conſider thoſe which the dottrine of 


letlaries preſcribes, | 
1. The commandments of God are impoſſible. 
No man can keep them. 
2. Every one mult firmly believe that he is 
Prede ſlined to be ſaved. 
3. God imputes no fin to ſuch as have this 


- ſpecial faith. 


4. No ſin but that of infidelity damns a man. 
Good works are not meritorious, in the ſiglit 

of God, of eternal life. 
6. There is no need of our doing penance for 
our ſins, becauſe Jeſus Chriſt already by his 


blogd and death has ſatisfied for ns, 


It is not in our power power to avoid fin. 
6. None is obliged to confeſs his ſins. Faith 
alone is ſufficient to ſave us, &c. 
Let any man now judge 3 conſcience be i is 


likely to frame out of theſe principles, towards 
ſhunning of evil, and doing good. Whereas the 


rules drawn from the Catholic doctrine have no 
other aim, avd- are evidently deſigned for prac- 
tice. Upon the compariſon I was fully con- 


vinced, that for the ſafety of my conſcience, it 


would be beſt to follow the rules of Catholics, 
and to beware of thoſe of [eclaries. 


ConsIDER, 
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CoNsIDER. XLVII.—Nothing ſo much dil” 
' pleaſed me in the miniſters, as their continual 
declaiming in all their ſermons againſt the Ca- 
tholics, and eſpecially their ſcoſſing at rites and 
ceremonies, whilſt they dexteroufly dilfemble 
thoſe points which are of the greateſt importance 
in their own religion, and wherein the peoples 
| ſalvation is deeply concerned. As, that they are 
not really prieſts, ſince they have not the power 
to conſecrate the euchariſt, nor to forgive fins, 
which is yet the main office of prieſtly dignity, 
So that the people are ſhamefully deceived by 
theſe miniſters, who make them believe they 
Teceive under both ſpecies the body and blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt; when, for want of prieſily 
power in their preachers, they receive him not 
under either, but barely bread and wine without 
any addition whatſoever. They likewiſe per- 
ſuade their followers, that they teach nothing 
bat what the primitive Shaw and the holy 
fathers held and taught; which is abſolutely 
falſe, as they.“ know in their own conſciences. F 
They do not teach them to fly ſin, nor to do 
penance for the fins they have committed; 
neither do they exhoit them to well-doing, or to 
live in a chriſtian conformity to the doctrine and 
example of our bleſſed Saviour, ne 


Luther de Servo Arbitr. tom, a. fol, 438, 480. In cap. 21, 
Genef, tom. 6. fol. 254. Cont, Reg. Angl, tom. 2. fol. 344, 
317. Zuinglius Dechr. de Pecc. Originali. Calvin. Tract, de 
Reform. Eccleſ. Opuſc. page 781, | 


+ A perſon of our author's years and 00d ſenſe, would 
never have charged theſe defects on the Miner of Germany, 
had he not known them by long experience. MAGN - 
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Cons1Dts. XLVIII—In my converſation 
with Catholics, I obſerved their judgment as to 


bad and looſe Catholics; that they looked upon 


all thoſe as ſuch that neglected God's command- 
ments, that took no care to do good works, that 


declined confeſſion, that ſeldom aſſiſted at the 
holy Maſs, or rarely approached to the ſacra- 


ment of penance; that ran in purſuit of ſen- 


ſual pleaſures, that obſerved not the days ſet 
apart for faſting, &c. Then I caſt my eyes on 


the ſeQtaries, and found, that, independently of 
all thefe things, perſons might have the reputa- 
tion of pious and fervent Proteſtants. I inferred, 


that bad Catholics therefore were at leaſt as good 


as the beſt Proteſtants; and+I was confirmed in 


my opinion of what I had formerly learned, 


Viz. that a bad Catholic makes an excellent 
Lutheran; a bad Lutheran makes an excellent 
Calviniſt; a bad Calviniſt makes an excellent 


| Arian; and a bad Arian makes an excellent 
Mahometan. . 


ConsipER. XLIX.—What yet forwarded 


my converſion, was the remark 1 had made, 
' that no Catholic ever turned Proteſtant in order 


to reſorm his manners, and to live a better life, 
but merely out of a love for worldly liberty, and 


that he might iddulge his paſfons without con- 
| firaint;. for I never ſaw any religious man or 


prieſt apoſtatife, that did not make it his firſt 


care to procure a wife. On the other ſide 1 


' obſerved, that thoſe who from Poteſtants re- 


turned to the Roman Catholic faith, became 
devout and fervent, zealous and exemplary ; 
and that very many of them renounced the 
| | | | world, 
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world, on purpoſe to dedicate themſelves en- 
tirely to God in ſome religious ſtate. Even /0 
every good tree bringeth forth good fruit: but a 
corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. Matt. 
JJ i 

. likewiſe ſeemed very ſtrange, that notwith- 
ſtanding ſo many texts of ſcripture concerning 
the neceſſity and advantage of charity, hope, 
fear of God, alms, and of other good works; the 
ſectaries yet ſhould teach that faith alone is 
ſufficient to ſave us, though they meet with no 
ſuch thing in the holy ſcriptures. For as we 
lind this encomium of faith, Rom. iv. g. that 
Abraham believed in God, and it was counted unto” 
Vim for righteouſneſs; ſo we read in commendation: 
of hope, Many are the ſcourges of a ſinner, but 
mercy ſhall encompaſs him that hopes in the Lord. 
Pf. xxxi. io. Thou who Javeſt thoſe who put their 
truſt in thee. Pſalm xvi. 7. Hope maketh not 
aſhamed. Rom. v. 5. And every man that hath 
this hope in him, ſanéliſies himſeiſ, even as he id 
| holy. John iii. g. Co Wal. 
Ot charity: Her fins which are many, are ſor- 
given; for ſhe loved much. Luke vii. 47. Tor 
charity ſhall cover a multitude of ſins. 1 Peter iv. 8. 
Oft the obſervance of God's commandments.. 
A wilt enter into life, keep the commandments... 
Mait. in 17. „ 

Of other good works. V thou doſt well, ſhalt: 
thou not be rewarded? Gen. iv. 7. All that are 
in the graves—ſhall come forth, they that have 
done good, unto the reſurrethon of ke John v. 
29. Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
Ang doi prepared for you from. the Joni bf 
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the world. For I was hungry and ye gave me 
meat: I was thirſly and ye gave me drink: I 
was a ſiranger, and ye took me in, &c. Matt. 


Of Penance, Except ye do penance, ye ſhall all 
likewiſe periſh. Luke xiii. 444 ES Sf bo: 

Of mercy. By mercy and truth, iniquity is re- 
deemed., Prov. xvi. 6. Bleſſed are the merciful, 


for they ſhall obtain mercy. Matt. v. 7. 


Of alms. Becau/e alms deliver from all fin and. 


death. Tob, iv. 11. Give alms of ſuch things as you 


have and behold, all things are clean unto you. 
Luke Ki. 41. e os 5 
Of pardoning injuries. Forgive and ye ſhall le 


forgiven. Luke vi. 37. For if ye forgive men their 
treſpaſſes, your heavenly Father will alſo forgive 


you. Matt. vi. 14. 5 . 
I therefore concluded, my ſafeſt way was to 


embrace the dodlrine of the Catholic Church, 


which teaches indeed that faith is neceſſary to 


ſalvation, but yet excludes not hope, nor cha- 
rity, nor other good works. For, as St. Paul 


teaches, Now abideth faith, hope, chanity, theje 
#hree, (virtues) but the greateſt of theſe is charity. 
1 Cor. Xin. 13. Ps though 1 have all faith, 


poſſible, / that I could remove mountains, and 
have no charity, I am nothing. 1 Cor. xiii- 2. 
Now if all theſe truths be unqueſtionable, as all 
muſt own they are, it follows that Jaz7h alone will 
never bring me to ſalvation, Conlequent]y it is 


falſe to ſay that all other good works are of no 
advantage towards this great end; and a more 
horrible miſtake yet to ſay they are all fins, and 


therefore not only uſeleſs to the buſineſs of ſalva- 


tion, 
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tion, but ſo many ſteps towards everlaſting mi— 
ſery and damnation “. f . 


CONSIDER. "T0 obſerved that many ſefta- 


ries, who had ſeemed for many years to be fixed 


in their perſuaſion, were converted toward the 
end of their days, and defired to die in the 


Roman Catholic Faith, But never did I meet 
with any Catholic that wiſhed to die in another 


religion. Now it is chiefly at the hour of Geath 

that the ſoul opens its eyes into a clearer prof. 
pet of things eternal. For my own part, I 
reſolved to live, as I ſhould wiſh to die, and for 


that reaſon I came to a reſolution to embrace 
immediately the Catholic Faith; becauſe death 
is as certain as its hour is uncertain, Beſides 
that, the Catholics to whom 1 ſpoke concernin 
my conveiſlion, aſſured me, that if I were to be 
damned for embracing the Catholic Faith, they 
were ready to anſwer for me at the day of judg- 


ment, and to take my damnation upon them- 


ſelves: an aſſurance I could never extort from 
the miniſters of any ſect, in caſe I ſhould live 


and die in their religion. Whence I inferred 


that the Roman Catholic Faith was built upon a 
better foundation than any of thoſe ſects that 
have divided from it. 5 


* Luther deServ. Arbitr. tom. 2. fol. 453. Si pi bonum ope- 


rantur propter regnum obtinendum nunquam obtinerent, In 
cap. 2. ad Gal, tom. g. fol. 232. Omnia opera, etiam ſacratiſ- 

Ame legis Dei adeo non præſtant juſtitiam, ut etiam peccata ſint, 
& hominem pejorem faciant coram Deo. | ” 


CONCLUSION, 
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falſe perſuaſion, you call evangelic. 
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CONCLUSION. 


A Wie of the Mitiorn and Reaſons, why the 
Roman Catholic Faith ought to be choſen and 


embraced preferably to all other ao in this 
1 in 0 4 en., 


. SECTARIES. 
HINK not, my dear friends, that 1 raſhly 


and inconſiderately abandoned the errors 


of your party, to embrace the Roman Catholic 


religion, out of any proſpect of worldly advan- 


tage. No, it was purely out of a concern for my 
falvation, and after mature deliberation that 1 
did it, as you may judge from theſe motives, 


which I ſhall ſum up in a few words. _ 

I was formerly of your religion, which by a 
I have re- 
nounced it to become a Roman Catholic for the 
following reaſons. 


1. You Lutherans and Calviniſts pretend to 
eſtabliſh an evangelical ſtate, This ſeems to me 


as impoſſible as for the eaſt and weſt winds 
to blow from the ſame quarter. For, ſo long as 
you hold ſeveral articles of faith by direct oppo- 


fition to one another, I ſhall never be able to 


comprehend, how the jarring doctrine of your 
religions can. hold intelligence with the goſpel. 
Things different from each other can never 
ſquare with any third; as we learn from the dic- 


tates of common Conkle. 


2. If one of theſe two religions be conforma- 


dle to the goſpel, and conſequent]y evangelical ; : 


to r 
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for example; the Lutheran; it muſt have argu- 


ments on its ſide, which the Calviniſt religion 


cannot equally make uſe of to prove itſelf evan- 


gelical; and ſo on the other ſide. Now no ſuch 


arguments were ever produced againſt your ad- 
verſary, what reaſon then could I have to profeſs 


myſelf a Lutheran rather than a Calviniſt; or a 

Calviniſt rather than a Lutheran; or, in fine, to 

believe the one party more evangelical than the 
other ? 10 e 


3. I have never been able to learn, upon 
what account the Lutherans alone call them 
ſelves evangelical, or why the Calviniſts ſtile 
themſelves the reformed religion. Nor can it 
enter into my head, why the Anabaptiſts, the 
new Arians, and the Unitarians may not with as 


good a grace alſume to themſelves the ſame 


appellation. For Lutherans and Calviniſts have 


nothing to ſay in their own defence, but what 


theſe with equal colour of reaſon will plead in 
favour of their ſects. As therefore no better, 
arguments appear to ſupport the Lutherans and 
Calviniſts, than for that of the Anabaptiſts, the 
Arians, and of all thoſe other ſeas, to which 
| Lutherans and Calviniſts deny the privilege of 


| theſe new coined titles; by a parity of reaſon 
the Lutherans and Calviniſts deſerve not to be 
called evangelical, or the reformed religion, 
either in regard of the thing, or of the denomt- 
nation. S0 that I had juſt grounds to reject theſe 
ſects, as being all built upon weak foundations, 
and equally of no account. 


4. I knew for certain, as you yourſelves con- 


feſs, that a great many of thoſe who lived and 


died in the Roman Catholic Faith, were ſaved. 


Whereas. 


* 
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| Whereas you are wholly ignorant, whether any 
one of your followers enjoys that ſtate of happi- 
neſs: I atted therefore the part of a prudent. 
Chriſtian, when I took the fureſt way to heaven. 
5. From hence allo I inferred that the Roman 
Catholic was the true faith, becauſe without 
faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God. For, who- 
| Toever is ſaved, pleaſeth God, Therefore ſince 
ſo many profeſſors of the Roman Catholic Faith 
| have attained ſalvation, it muſt of neceſſity be 
the true and ſanctify ing faith. 
6. J inferred again, that, if the Roman Catho- 
lic was the true and ſanctifying faith, all the 
religions mult be falſe that oppole it. For there 
is but one true and ſanctifying faith, as there is 
ut ove toe Godt Ho hn nhd nth! 1 
F. It is the judgment of Proteſtants as well as 
of Catholics, that ſalvation may be had in the 
faith of the Roman Church; but none beſides 
Proteſtants are of opinion that it may be had in 
another religion. This all Proteſtants, of what 
denomination ſoever, affirm of every individual 
ſet; and Catholics as poſitively deny it. Now 
a thing agreed upon by two oppoſite parties, is 
unqueſtionably more certain, than what is af- 
firmed by the one, and denied by the other, As 
therefore I defiied to go upon the ſureſt grounds, 
1 atted the part of a reaſonable man in prefer— 
ring the Roman Catholic Faith to all other. 
religions. dae 15 „ 
8. Upon conſulting what the holy fathers of 
the primitive church have leſt us in their writ— 
ings concerning faith; I found they praiſed, 
extolled, and recommended no other than the 
Roman Catholic, and rejected and FOO 
a2 PE 4 
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all that eee from it; wherefore I reſolved 


to follow their Nee counſels and lolid len- 


timents. 


. All ihe ſaints we heh had from the in- 
; fancy of the church, which was founded rb. 


Chriſt to theſe our days, lived in the Roman 
Catholic Church. 


10. In defence of the racks ed with 


this church, ſo many thouſands of martyrs gave 
their lives, and triumphed over death, though 
it attacked them with its ſharpeſt torments 

11. All that ever fought againlt this church 
in their ſeparation from it, as Arius, Pelagius, 


Marcion, Macedonius, Mabomet, &c. with their 


followers, burn 1n the everlaſting flames of hell, 
Luther, Calvin, and the like innovators of theſe 


latter days, were equally arch-neretics; ſo that 


to take them for my guides, were to run a riſk 
of 1 0 damnation. 


12. The faith of the Roman C! 1arch, was has 


of St. Paul, as this apoſtle tells us in his epiſlle 


to the Romans, chap, i. 2. Sce Conſideration 
XII. And, why ſhould I loſe my time in ſeek- 


ing G05 other faith than that of this great apoſtle? 
. Were I not by the grace of God ixed 1 in 
Fa faith of the Roman Catholic Church, theſe 
other religions would ſo perplex and puzale my 
thoughts in making a choice, that J ſhonld never 
be able to make it with any peace of mind. For 
I ſhould STways have reaſon to doubt, which, 
among ſo many different religions, was the true 
and ſanctifying faith, 

14 In all other religions a are fond ſuch in- 
credible parodoxes, as can never be reconciled 
to the principles of right reaſon. This is ſhewn 


in the Conſiderations 14. 15. 10, 17 and 18. 


rr 


n 


proved in Conſiderations 19 20. 
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19. All the religions which now oppoſe the 
Roman Catholic, are of a new invention; inſo- 
much that before the year 1517, they were 
neither held nor taught, nor followed by any 
man upon the whole face of the earth. This is 


21. Theſe new religions are no other than ſo 


many unwholeſome compoſitions out of here- 
ſies, from time to time condemned by the 


Church of God. Ct, 5 . 
22. The Roman Catholic Church is the only 
one wherein the marks of the church of Jeſus 

Chriſt are truly to be found, viz. that ſhe is One, 


Holy, Apoſtolical and Catholic, or Univerſal. 


23. It is the only religion for which all nati- 


ons renounced, and flill in theſe very days 
renounce, paganiſm and 1dolatry. „ 


24. The heads of theſe new religions were 
never able to work the leaſt miracle in proof of 
their commiſhon from Almighty God, to form 
his church. e „„ 

25. On the contrary, they were a company of 
libertines, vow-breakers, apoſtates, impious blaſ- 
phemers, and men of no account. 

26 The adherents of theſe religions have ne- 
ver laboured in the converſion of idolaters, but 


only in making proſelytes of the worſt of Catholics. 


27. In the Roman Catholic religion, great 
numbers of both ſexes of illuſtrious birth, and of 


plentiful eſtates and fortunes, freely conſecrate 


themſelves to God's ſervice, and pals their lives 
in voluntary poverty, and in angelical purity. 
In the other religions we find none“, diſtin- 


* He {peaks of Germany, 
4 5 5 gui ſhed 


themſelves in the rank of miniſters; and of theſe 
it is a rarity to find one that embraces a life of 
continency, an evident proof, that the neceſſity | 
of gaining a livelihood, is their only motive in 


Catholic religion, it is a love of God, a concern 
for their ſalvation, and a lively and true faith, 


not be ſtowed upon the Proteſtant miniſters, as it 
the Roman Catholic religion, who by the grace 


of God, live not only in a ſtate of continency, g 


but in that of a pure 3 without ſpot 
or blemiſh. 


enemy; while they labour to overthrow what no 


taught by Catholics. Becauſe their whole aim in 


Romans, in the bearts of thoſe they have de- 


faced lies, without any one ſolid agent to 
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guiſhed 15 their birth and quality, that put 


taking to that ſtate. Whereas in the Roman 


which animates ſuch numbers of devout perſons 
entirely to devote themſelves to the ſervice of 
Alwighty God. E 

28. Continency, that Gogular gift of God, 18 


is upon ſo many religious men and women in 


29. Proteſtant writers, in moſt af. their argu- 
ments againſt Catholics, encounter without an 


body maintains againſt them. But they ſeldom 
touch upon any point of doctrine, which is really 


theis invettives, is to create an averſion to the 


bauched from the church of Chriſt. 
30. The arms of Proteſtants againſt the Ca— 
tholics, are calumnies, foul language and beie- 


ſupport the charge. 

31. Neither can they anſwer catholic argu- 
ments, but by ſome evaſion elude the force of 
them; and whenſoever they are at a plunge, 
their whole bulinels is to g<t-out of the queſtion 
as well as r can, and to leap directly into 
G ſome 
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ſome other point of controverſy, and it is next 

to impoſſible to keep them to a- point. i 

32. The followers of theſe new religions 
interpret the holy ſcriptures as the freak takes 

_ them in the head, and lop off from the canon 
what books they pleaſe. Even every individual 
perſon amongſt them interprets for himſelf ac- 
cording to his own humour, Whereas, among 


the Catholics, the canonical books are every 


where the ſame, the ſame expoſition, the ſame 
Tenſe and verſion. 3 „ 
33. Theſe new religions are ſtrangely divided 
among themfelves upon points of faith; and 
even thoſe of the ſame ſtamp (the Lutherans for 
_ inſtance) claſh againſt one another in the articles 
ol their belief, and in the very catechiſms which 
they teach their children. _ „ 
34 The editions of the Augſbourg confeſſion, 
which the Lutherans look upon as the founda- 
tion of their religion, vary from each other, and 
very widely differ from the original, 
33. Theſe new religions open a large and ſpa- 
cious way to a general diſſolution of manners, 
and to all the wild purſuits of ſenſusliſts and 
libertines, in a flat contradiction to our bleſſed. 
Saviour, who has declared the way to heaven to 
be very ſtraigglt. V 8 
36. The aſſertors of theſe religions make their 
fancy their rule in expounding che holy ſcrip- 
tures; they clip off ſeveral words and texts, and 
lengthen out others, and change and falſity them - 
as they judge expedient. See Confederation gb. 
37. They have no ſucceſſion of their dottiine, 
nor of their miniſters from the time of the 
apoſtles, | | 1 
48. There is no harmony among them with 
| reg ard 


F 
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regard to the expoſition of the holy ſcriptures - 
As is proved in the Confiderattons g8, 89, 40 


41. All the monuments of antiquity, all an- 


_ cient writings demonſtrate the Roman Catholic 
religion to be the only one, which was founded, 


eſtabliſhed, and confirmed in Chriſtendom. 


42. Though the Roman Church from her 


infancy to theſe our days, bas been attacked by 
tyrants, idolaters, pagans, and heretics ; ſhe has 


always remained and ſtil] remains invincible, 
whereas ſo many other religions have periſhed 
and diſappeared. | e 


43. Proteſtants teach not a doarine helpful : 


to perfection, or the practice of chriſtian virtueb. 
"There is little or no inſtruction to be found 


among them upon points of morality, or the 


_ obſervance of God's commandments. But every 


thing is allowed to the deſires and concupiſcence 
af m 8 
44. The aſſemblies of the ſectaries, even thoſe 
that hammered out the confeflions of faith for 
the new :rehgions, can never be admitted into a 
competition for doctrine, ſanctity, or the con- 
coupſe of various nations, with tbe general coun- 
cls of the Roman Catholic Church, nor with 


the fathers who aſſiſted at them. 5 


45. The principles which Proteſtants go upon, - 
are not at ak calculated for the forming of a 
good 'conſ{cience worthy of-a Chriftian, 5 

46. Their preachers have almoſt nothing in 


their months but calumnies, contrived to bring 
the Catholic religion into contempt. They var- 


niſh over the dangerous maxims of their -own 


. religion, and every thing that tends to the 
dition of thofe ſouls that are guided by them. 


47+ The moſt tepid and immeral Catholigs 
: ” * TO. 


| Faith alone ſu 
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are not watt than the vet! and moſt zealous of 
the proteſtants. 


48. No Catholics go over to ether Weizen 


with a purpoſe to live more pioully ; but on . 


contrary to live more at large. 
49 The ſcriptures in ſeveral places give us 


plainly to underſtand, that hope, charity, pe- 
nance, alms, and other works of mercy, are me- 
ritorious of eternal life; which our pretended 


re formers 2 upon this talle principle, that + 
cn It 
50. It often happens, that Proteſtants who 


| have been the moſt perverſe in their life time, 
defire to die, and do effectually die in the faith 
of the Roman Catholics. But we do not find 
that any Catholic deſires to make his exit in 
any other religion. 


Laſtly. I muſt own it has always given me 


great offence, that the miniſters of all thefe ſe&s, 
though they highly extol the merits and ſatis- 
faction of Jeſus Chriſt, do yet neglett to exhort 


their people to imitation of his liſe; and even 
give them occaſion to be heedleſs in thoſe great 
duties of avoiding ſin, of doing penance for 


ſins committed, of applying themlelves to the 


practice of virtue and to good works, by rivet- 
ting in their memory this pernicious error, that 


our Saviour has by bis death ſo abundantly 
ſatisfied for our fins, and purchaſed heaven for 


us; that all we have to do is to believe in him. 


So that from the paſhon and death, and ſatisfac- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt, theſe poor deluded people 


take occaſion to indulge themſelves in their cri- 
minal exceſſes. But the orthodox faith teaches. 


us, that notwithſtanding the paſſion and death of 
che Son of God be of dane en more than ſuf- 


tion 
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ficient to cancel all the ſins of men, and that his 
' merits are of infinite value, our Saviour will yet 
have us to apply the fruits of them to ourſelves, 
by imitating his virtues, and co-operating with 
his dolorous paſſion in, declining evil and in 
doing good. Jeſus Chriſt came into this world 
upon à double delign: firſt, to ſatisfy for our 
ſins, and to deliver us from eternal damnation : 
ſecondly, to give us a molt perfect pattern of all 
virtues, and to inſpire us with a defire to copy 
them in our lives; as he has told us in theſe 

words, I have given you an example, that ye ſhould 
do as I have done to you, John xiii. 15. Learn 


of me, for I am meek and humble of heart. Matt. 


5 29. We are alſo informed by St. Peter, That 


Chriſt ſulſered for us, leaving us an example, that 
ye ſhould follow his ſteps. 1 Peter ii. 21. 
And now I addreſs myſelf to you, my once 
fellow-members in religion, and ſtill my dear 
relations, friends and countrymen, and I conjure 
you by the five wounds of Jeſus Chrift, by his 
molt precious blood, the price of our redemp- 
tion, and by the concern you ought io have for 
the eternal welfare of your ſouls, not to quit a 
certain way to heaven for an uncertain, Con- 
lider ſeriouſly, what that faith was which your 
anceſtors profeſſed, and which the firſt Chriſtian 
of your nation upon leaving Paganiſm embraced. 
_ Conſider in what religion thoſe great ſaints lived, 
whom yeu own for ſuch. Weigh ſeriouſly theſe 
motives of my converſion, which I offer you 
with a heart that is full of a more ſincere affec- 
tion. Return to the way of your fathers, to the 
path of the ſaints, to the religion which has. 
_ llood for ſo many ages, and been confirmed, 
maintained, and watered with the blood: of; fo. 
. | | 63 many 


Exchange for his ſoul? St. Matt. xvi, 26. We 
have but one ſoul, and its felicity lies at ſake in 
this great affair. Eternal ſalvation is not to be 
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many martyrs; a religion which all the ancient 
_ fathers of the primitive church aſſerted and 
approved: a religion, againſt which, as our bleſ- 
5 Saviour has engaged his word, tlie gates of 


hell ſhall never prevail. Have always an eye to 
the ſalvation of your fouls. For what is a man 


profited, / he ſhall gain the whole world, and loſe 


his own. ſoul? Or what ſhall a man give in 
gained but by a true faith: this true faith is 


only one, an 


*planted, hall be rooted up. St. Matt. xv. 13, 
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T4 By: 4 | LoxDoN, JuLy > 1708.---Numb, 2069. 0% 
There being two Mails due from Hol EAN, and the rape 


' news that came in with the laſt, being by this time exhauſted ; 
we ſhall take this opportunity to communicate to the public, 
the following remarkable piece, which has given juſt offence 


io moſt of the PROTESTANTS abroad. 


'* Dxc1s10N of the Faculty of Divinity of 


tion propounded on occaſion of the Princeſs 
. + of Wolfembuttel's Marriage with Charles 


« © 


** 
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.* Helmſtadt,..(a famous Lutheran Univerſity, 
in the Duichy of Brunſwick) of the queſ- 


"+ HI. King of Spain. 


e, and no where to be found, but in the 
Roman Catholic communion. Embrace it there- 
fore, and follow my example in this holy reſo- 
jution. May God ſtrengthen you with his grace 
To to do; that in this true faith we may advance 
together towards the manſions of eternal bliſs. 

Every plant which my heavenly Father hath not 
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The queſtion were! ropounded in theſe terms, 
rinceſs, deflined to marry 


a Catholic Prince, may with a 4 fe con/evence 


5875 the Catholic religion? 


VVT 


 DEcis10n.— We anſwer, that the queſtion 


propounded cannot ſolidly be ſolved, without 
deciding, firſt, whether or 5 the Catholics are 


in fundamental errors, and ſuch as are oppoſite 


to ſalvation? Or, Which is the fame thing, 
whether the conſtitution of the Romith Churcl: 
be ſuch, as that one may praQtiſe i in it the true 


worſhip of God, and attain ſalvation. + 
Our anſwer to the ſecond query, on which 


the firſt depends, is, without heſitation, in the 
affirmative, for theſe three reaſons. 

Firſt. © Becauſe the Catholics are at the bot- 
tom of the ſame religion with us, and have the 


neceſſary faith to know God, in order to ſal. 


vation, For the foundation of religion 'and 


chriſtian life, is, the belief of God tbe Father 
our Creator; of God the Son, the Meſhah, 
who had been promiſed, and has delivered us 


from fin, death, the devil, and hell; and of the 


Holy Ghoſt, who enlightens us. We'muſt alſo 
admit the ten commandments of God which 
teach us our dut 73 to God, and to our neigh- 


bours; the Lord's prayer which inſtrufts us 
how to pray; the practice of the ſacraments of 


baptiſm and of the Lord's ſupper, according to 


Chriſt's inſtitution and command, Moreover, 
we muſt acknowledge the power of the keys, 
and believe with them, that God has given in 
the church to the ap6ſtles, and their ſucceſſors 


in apoſtolical functions, the authority of declare 


ing to penitents, That their ſins are forgiven, 
| and 
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and to denounce to the impenitent, God's 


hatred againſt them, and what judgments be 


prepares for them, and ſo either to remit 
or retain fins: and therefore we ſometimes 
repair to the confeſſion-chair to receive abſo- 


lution of our ſins. 


© Whoever believes all this, and ſquares his 
actions by his belief, is in no fundamental 
error; and being a chriſtian and a child of 


God, and deſires to attain the inheritance of 
eternal life, he may live and die in that 
CORR. Gon dy 5 
All theſe articles of faith are the abridgement 
of the chriſtian doctrine, which is expounded 


in the writings of the prophets and apoſtles, 


* and are contained in the little Catechiſm, di- 


vided into ſix parts, vz. The creed, the Lord's 
prayer, and our Saviour's words concerning 
baptiſm, the Lord's ſupper, and the vocation of 


miniſters. This catechiſmis common with us and - 


the Roman Catholics; and when they have a 
mind to inftruEt any body in the chriſtian faith, 
thoſe are the articles they teach and preſs, as 


the neceſſary points to become a Chriſtian, and 


have a ſhare of ſalvation: as may be ſeen by the 
Romiſh Catechiſms of Caniſius, and Voluſius, 


and the Catechiſm lately printed at Helde- 


ſheim. Wherefore the authors of the conſeſ- 
fon of Augſburg ſay, in the preface, That all 
Chriſtians, both Catholics and Proteſtants, 


fight together under Jeſus Chriſt; and a little 


lower they affirm, that our Proteſtant religion 
is not contrary to the Chriſtian religion, nor 
even to the Roman Catholic: and this will be 


acknowledged, ſay they, by conſulting the 
writings of the fathers. Which is fo true, that 


we. 
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that we firmly and confidently believe, that 
perſons of undoubted probity and Fe are 
Pond in Romiſh monaſteries. | 
* Another ground of religion, 1s the belief of 
God's being a juſt judge, who rewards virtue 
and puniſhes ſin; than which belief no other 
motive 1s more -eondacive to direct us from 


wicked acts, according to what the apoſtle ſays, 


in the eleventh pers of the epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, verſe vi. For he that cometh to God, 
; muſt W that he is, and that he ts a rena | 
_ of them that diligently feek him. The Catho- 


lics do not differ from us as to the belief of 


this article. 
Neither can it be eme that the Rowifh | 


Church is not a true chnteh; wherein the 


miniſtry of God's word, and the uſe of ſacra- 
ments ſubſiſt. For if it were no more, or had 


not been a true church, all its members would 


be in a ſtate of damnation, and irrecoverably 


loſt, which none amongſt us would dare to 


advance. Nay, Melancthon himſelf has main- 


tained, that the Romiſh Church did not ceaſe 
being the true church; becauſe the word of 


God was ſufficiently taught in the divers parts 
of the catechiſm, which contains the ten com- 
mandments, the creed, and the Lord's prayer, 


and in the ſervice of baptiſm, or in the epilile 


and goſpels that are read on Sundays. The 
author ef that book is John Sambectus, and 
the late Duke Auguſtus, of glorious memory, 


eſteemed it to that degree, that he made ſome 


alterations in it, out of common places . 


John Haffenreſler, a famous divine of Tu— 
bridge; which work is looked upon as ortho- 


dox, and as ſuch is read all c over Sweden, and 
in the univerſities. _ In 


** 
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In the. third place, both the Catholic and 


+ Proteſtant churches believe and publicly pro- 


* feſs, in the pulpit and in writing, That tre 
name of Jz$Us is the only name in which men 
may hope, and whereby they may obtain Yal- 
vation: and, that man is not juſtified barely 
by the performance of the law, but by GoD's 


clemency and mercy, and the ſatisfadtion our 


believes, ſays he, and did ever teach, than no 


who is a mediator between God and man, 


ke tc 246-2. 4 4 „ „ © oa =» 


Trent bas acknowledged it. 


be lame «chriſtian aſſembly, meaning the 
council of Trent, teaches, That the beginning 


def juſlification onght neceſſarily to proceed 


from the vocation whereby Go calls us, 
without any re ſpect to our own merits. They 


teach alſo, that neither faith nor good works 
do merit juſtification, and that we ought to 


believe, that hns never will, nor were for- 


given, but through the only mercy and grace 


of GOD, and the will of JESUS CHRIST, 


Our dottors have been obliged to own, that 
_ « the book entitled Hortulus Animæ, The Gar- 


dien of the Soul, and the Rituals of Mentz, 


'+ Triers and Cologn, prove, that the Catholics 


that are at the ꝓoint of death are exhorted not 
P | 7 
TY 10 


Lord Jxsus CaRIST has given for us. This 
is the doctrine of the Catholic Church, as has 
been oblerved by the virtvous Abbot lately 
deceaſed at Doefbuig, in the preface to his 
abridgement of the rules of faith: the church 


© perſon, 4{ince the creation of the world, did 
ever attan ſalvation, but by JESUS CHRIST, 


'nocording to what is written in the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, chap. iv. v. 12. and as the council of 


from GoD, and his preventing grace; that is, 


De OREN ann 
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to put any confidence in their own merits, or 


other means of ſalvation, but ſolely to repoſe 
all their truſt in JesUs CHRIST. We might 
urge the forcibleneſs of the proofs that, are 


drawn out of thoſe books; but we ſhall only. 


-quote the Ritual of Mentz, printed in the year 
1699. This is the exhortation it preſcribes 


for dying perſons, to whom the extreme une- 


tion is adminiſtered; Your merits and the 
merits of ail n ind are too inconſiderable, 


for you to ſeck in them your comfort, and the 
hope of your ſalvation: ſince therefore we ac- 
knowledge the impertettion of our merits, we 


put our truſt in the merits of our Clay: 
Iss us CHRIST, whom God has given to the 


world, in his love truly divine. Wherefore 
place your hope in that merciful and g:acious 


God. After the ſick body has received the 
extreme unttion, they add, Place your comfort 
in that eternal God. who is diſpoſed to ſhew 
' mercy to you, and gives you Hh to reſiſt 


all the onſets of ſin and the devil; and do not 
doubt but God will eaſily drown your ſins in 
the multitude of the precious merits of JESUS. 
CHRIST. It is by that SAVIOUR you ſhall 


be reſcued from fin and the devil, and your 
{oul ſhall be truly ſaved. 


+ In another Catechiſm the Roman Catholics 


dicett a dying perſon to uſe this prayer; and 
in caſe ] ſhould tor the future hve a holy life, 
but it ſhould be your will that 1 ſhould die, I 


| had ftill rather die now according to your 


ſacred will, and forego the good works I might 

make, if I lived longer. Among other direc» 

tions for prayers, which may be ſuggeſted to 

lick perſons, this is found, by way of . | 
* an 


84 Deciſion of the Faculty. Ge. 


S 6 a «a a «a a @ 


a = OS 6 * * * «a _ & ” OY 


and anſwers: you defire that God ſhould uſe 


you rather with mercy than juſtice, and that 
he deal with you, not according to your me- 


rits, but according to his infinite mercy: the 
ſick body anſwers, I do, Do you not believe 


that you cannot be ſaved but by the precious 
death of J:sUs CyRIsT alone? The ſick 
body anſwers, I believe it. | 
© It is evident that Catholic exhortationsa are 


grounded in this truth, No body 1 is purified and 


delivered from his ſins, but by the merey of 


God, and the merits of jeſus Chriſt. Which how- 
ever does not exclude good works, or the 


obſervance of God's precepts, as if good works, 


though united to the preceding merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt, were of no uſe towards eternal ſalva- 


tion: for no man can aſſert the unprofitable- 
"neſs of good works, without contradicting be 


holy ſcripture. [> 
We read in St. Matthew, chap. Ni. u 7. 
If thou wilt enter into life keep the commandments. 


And chap. vii. ver. 21. Not every one that /ays 


unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom 


of heaven ; but he that doth the will of my Father 
which ts in heaven, And St. James, in his 
epiſtle, that Abraham was juſtified by his works. 


And if any body ſhould not look upon this 
text as canonical, let them hear what, a lon 


tiwe before, Daniel ſaid to Nebuchadnezzar. 
Daniel, chap. iv. 27. O king, let my counſel 
he acceptable unto thee, and. break off thy fins by 


righteouſneſs, and thine iu⁰uuiës by ſhewing 
mercy do the for. Is not the giving alms to the 


poor a good work? And it good works avail 
nothing, why does St. John, at the coming 
out of the deſert, cry aloud repent f. Why 


6 does | 
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4 Why does Jeſus Chrift fay. that in order to be 


* ſaved, a man muſt love God and his neighbour? 


Reaſon itſelf teaches us, that a profligate ſinner 


does nag deſerve the forgiveneſs of Iris ſins, 
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unleſs he abhor them, ſtrike his breaſt, and 
excite himſelf to contrition, whatever confl 
dence he may have in the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, 


We are therefore convinced, that in theſe 


things the Roman Catholics agree with the 
Proteſtants; and if there be any diſpute be- 
tween them, it ts only about words. 


= Having demon ruten that the foundation of 


religion ſubſiſts in the Roman Catholie Church, 
ſo that one may be orthodox, and live and 
die well, and obtain falvation in it: it is eaſy to 
decide the queſtion propounded. | 
* The molt ſerene Princeſs of Wolfenbuttel, 
may, in conſideration of her marriage, embrace 
the Catholic religion; eſpecially, confidering + 
firſt, that ſhe did not offer herſelf, nor has 
negociated to be choſen; and that it is unque- 
ſtionable, that divine providence has led her 
into that match. Secondly, That the ſaid al- 
liance will be moſt advantageous, not only to 
the Duteby of Bruafwick, bat alſo to the whole 
Proteſtant Church, and may ſerve to procure 
a peace of all churches, ſo ardently withed 
. 

Care only 9 to be taken, that the make 
no formal abjuration, and that difficult and in- 
tricate points of controverſy be not impoſed 
upon her as articles of faith. It will be ſuffi. 
cient to give her plain inſtruttions, 


Several objections may be made to this our ander which, 


however, will appear to be ground leſs.“ 


r RST Os JEC,— The Roman Catholie l 
A gion 
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gion requires the performance of human ordi- 


* nances.? 


 AN$WER.—The Roman Catholics teach, that - 
divine and apoſtolical traditions, that is, the doc- 
trine which is not contained in the holy ſcrip- 


ture, and which, nevertheleſs, proceeds from 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Ver- er ought to be receiv. 


ed with the ſame reſpe& with the written word 
of God; which we likewiſe acknowledge, and |}. 
the only diſpute about that matter between them 
and us is, Whether ſuch and ſuch traditions. 


come ſrom God or the apoſtles? As to human 


tions, the Catholics are of the ſame opinion 


with us. | 


2d ORJEc.— The Catholics enjoin the invo- 


cation of ſaints, when God alone is to be in- 


ANSWER.— The Council of Trent does not 


ſay it ſhould be done, but only, that it is good 


and profitable to doit. Nor will any good Chriſ- 
tian reſuſe to invoke them, when he conſiders, 
that no other power is aſcribed to them, but on- 
ly to pray for us; and that the Greek Church, 
for fourteen ages paſt, has practiſed this invoca- 
tion, which, thus explained, does not in the leaſt 


derogate from God's honour. 5 

3d OB EHC. A Roman Catholic muſt believe 
+ purgatory ; of which, nevertheleſs, the ſcrip- 
ture makes no mention. 


AxswER.— If by purgatory be underſtood 


a purging of the ſouls that have departed this 
life, from the ſins that ſtuck by them, ſeveral doc- 
tors of the church believed the ſame. 5 
4th OBI EC.— Several ceremenies that are 
performed at Maſs give offence. Re a 
ANSWER.— To thoſe only who are ignorant 4 
5 e eee 
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of what thoſe ceremonies ſignify ; for there is 
none of them but bas a good reprefentation, 
touching which, amongſt many others, one may 
_ conſult the Catechiſm of Hildeſhaim, p. 45, of 
#1: As for the reſt, the Maſs js a figure and re- 
| preſentation of the moſt bitter paſſton and death, 
ERR TIE Tg ns 
5th OBIEC.— The Roman Catholics are for- 
bid the uſe of the bleſſed cup in the ſacrament.” 


ANSWER.—As men's incredulity does not 


take away God's promiſes, ſo the privation of 
the cup cannot be imputed to the laicks, ſince it 


is none of their fault; but it is rather to be be- 


| lieved, that if they approached the Lord's table 
with a contrite heart and confidence, they be- 
come patrtakers of the body and blood of Chriſt, 
as well as the proteſtants; fo that, among the 
_ Catholics, the prieſt receives no more than a 
laick, In ſhort, it muſt be acknowledged, that 
there is no where any precept for granting the 
cup to the laicks, which al belonged to the 
apoſtles and prieſts, as plainly appears from the 
xxvi chapter of St. Matthew, where they were 
all (viz. the apoſtles) ordered to drink of it; 
which ſhews how the text of St. Mark, ch. xiv. 
. They all drank it, is to be underſtood.  _ 
_ 6th OBJec.— The Roman Catholics are ob- 
* liged to believe ſeven ſacraments, although 
there be but two. 1 e e ee 
 ANSW&R.—The etymology of the word /a- 
crament is not found in ſcripture, nor whether 
there be but two or ſeven. Thus the Confeſſion 
of Augſburg reckons ſometimes two only, and 
ſometimes three, by adding the abſolution to the 
Lord's Supper and Baptiſm; which the Roman 
Catholics acknowledge to be the principal. In 
H 2 „ 


88 Dec/ion of the Facull Se. 
like manner, the Proteſtants own, that there, are 
in ſcripture more than two or three ſecret ſigns 
of myſteries; for, without doubt, when the. Ro- 
man Catholics make the impofition of hands 
and matrimony, they ground themſelves on what 
we read in the Atts of the Apoſlles; that the 
Holy Ghoſt did confirm them in the faith on 
the day of Pentecoſt; and on what St. Paul ſays, 
in the epiſtle to the Epheſians, clap. v. 32. This. 
15 4 great myſtery. | | 5 
_ CoxcLustionN We are ever ready to an- 
ſwer other objedtions, either in writing. or by 
word of mouth; though it is chiefly to be ob- 
ſerved, that the controveiſies that are between 
us and the Roman Catholics do not concern the 
Prince ſs of Wolfembuttel, whoſe buſineſs only 
is to continue in the ſimplicity of faith, which is 
the beſt. The reſt belongs to the divines, among 
whom there are thoſe in both petſuaſions whoſe. 


eyes God has opened, ſo that they clearly per- | 


ceive that the diſtance between them is not ſo 
great as is commonly ſaid. To this purpofe, 
What tbe truly learned Philip Melaucthon faid, 
in his judgment of the modern controvetfies, 
Addreſs 10 Francis I. part iv. p. 34. deſerves 
particular obſervation: Jn ſhort, lays he, 1d 25 an 
eaſy matter to put an end to all diſputes; and I. 
hope that thoſe who are pious and fear God, will" 


agree in all things. God grant they may; and = 


that the preſent deciſion may conduce to the 
glory of his name, and the temporal and eternal 
welfare of theſe families, purſuant to the will of 


s \ 


Jeſus Chriſt, our common. Saviour. 
Meſe are the uiſhes of all the e, 2 di- 
__ vanity of the, unwerſfuly of He 
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COPIES of FWO PAPERS written by 


the late King CHARLES II. 
THE FIRST PAPER. 


FTHE diſcourſe we had the other day, 1 hope 
1 ſatisfied you in the main, that Chriſt can 


have but one church here upon earth, and I be- 
lieve that it is as viſible as that the ſcripture is 


in print; that none can be that church, but that 
which is called the Roman Catholic Church. I 


think you need not trouble yourſelf with enter- 
ing into that ocean of particular diſputes, when 
the main, and in truth, the only queſtion is, 


Where that church is, which we profeſs to be- 


| lieve in the two'creeds? We declare there to 
believe one catholic and apoſtolic church, and it 


is not left to every fantaſtical man's head to be- 
lieve as he pleaſes, but to the church, to whom 


Chriſt left the power upon earth to govern us 


in matters of faith, who made theſe creeds for 


our directions. It were a very irrational thing 


to make laws for a country, and leave it to the 


inhabitants to be the interpreters and judges of 


tihoſe laws; for then every man will be his own 


* * 


judge, and by conſequence no ſuch thing as ei- 


ther right or wrong. Can we therefore ſup- 


pole that God Almighty would leave us at thoſe 


uncertainties, as to give us a rule to go by, and 
leave every man to be his owa judge? Ialk any 


ingenious. man, whether it be not the fame thing 
. .to follow our own fancy, or to interpret the 


ſcripture by it? J would have any man {ew me . 


BY „ where the power. of deciding matters of faith 


is given to every particular man. Chriſt left his 


4 Lg „ 

SA . 
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4 2 9 : 
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power to; his chulch even. to forgive ſins in hea- 


2 * 


a Copies of two Papers 5 
ven, and left his ſpirit with them, which they ex- 
erciſed after his reſurrection: firſt by his apoſtles 
in theſe creeds, and many years after by the 
council at Nice, where Th creed was made 
that is called by that name, and by the power 
which they had received from Chriſt they were 
the judges even of the ſcripture itſelf many years 
after the apoſtles, which books were canonical 
and which were not. And if they had this 
mo then, I deſire to know how they came to 
ole it, and by what authority men ſeparate them 
ſelves from that church? The only pretence I 
ever heard of, was, becauſe the church bas failed 
in wreſtling and interpreting the ſcripture, con- 
trary to the true ſenſe and meaning of it, and 
that they have impoſed articles of faith upon us, 
which are not to be warranted by God's word ? 
1 do defire to know who is to be judges of that, 
whether the whole church, the ſucceſſion where- 
of has continued to this day without interrup- 
tion, or particular men who have raiſed ſchiſms 
for their own advantage. | | 


Tic is @ true copy of a paper 1 found in the 


late king my brother's ftrong box written by 
his own hand. | James R. 


THE SECOND PAPER. 


is a fad thing to conſider what a world of 
: heteſies are crept into this nation: every 
wan thinks biwſelf as competent a judge of the 
ſcriptures as the very apoſlles themlelves; and 
it is no wonder that it hould be ſo, ſince that 
part of the nation which looks moſt like a 
church, dares not bring the true arguments a= _ 

gaiuſt the other ſets, for fear they ſhould be 
I „% In turned 


MC) 


not ſay p 
them, for either they muſt ſay, that they are in- 
fallible (which they cannot pretend to) or con- 

feſs that what they decide in matters of con- 

ſcience, is no further to be followed, than it a- 
grees with every man's private judgment. If 
Chriſt did leave a church here upon earth, and 


we were all once of that church, how? and by 


what authority did we ſeparate from that church? 


©. 0 
dritten by the late King Charles I. ow * 
turned againſt themſelves, and confuted by their 

own arguments. The church of England (as it 
is called) would fain have it thought, that they 
are the judges in matters ſpiritual, and yet dare 
olnively that there is no appeal from 


If the power of interpreting of ſcripture be in 
every man's brain, what need have we of a 


Church or church-men ? To what purpoſe then 
did our Saviour, after he had given his apoſtles 


| Power to bind in heaven and earth, add to it, 
that he would be with them even to the end of 


the world? Theſe words were not ſpoken para- 


bolically, or by way of figure, Chriſt was then 


| aſcending into his glory, and left his power with 

his church even to the end of the world, We 
have had theſe hundred years paſt the ſad effects 
of denying to the church that power in matters 
ſpiritual, without an appeal. What country can 


ſubliſt in peace or quiet, where there is not a 


ſupreme judge, from whence there can be no 
appeal? Can there be any juſtice done where 


the offenders are their own judges, and equal 


' Interpreters of the law, with thofe that are ap- 


pointed to adminiſter juſtice ? This is our caſe 
here in England in matters ſpiritual ; for the 
Proteſtants are not of the church of England, as 
it is the true church from whence there can be 
no appeal; but, becauſe the diſcipline of the 
7 N e 5 church 


o® "Cogn of uus Piers, Or. 
church is conformable at tler preſent to their 


CN af Ko 4 Der * 
do; +, th 


bs * 


fancies, which as foon as it ſhall contradit> or 
vary from, they are ready to embrace or join 
with. the next congregation of people, whole 
diſcipline and worſhip agrees with their opinion 


at that time; ſo that according to this doftrine 
there is no other church, nor interpreter of ſcrip- 


ture, but that which lies in every man's giddy 
brain. I deſire to know therefore of every ſeri- 
ous conſiderer of theſe things, whether the great 


work of our falvation'ought to depend upon ſuch. 


a ſandy foundation as this? Did Chriſt ever ſay 


io the civil magiſtrate (much leſs to the people) 
that he would be with them to the end of the 


world ) or did he give them the power to for- 


give ſins? St. Paul tells the Corinthians, ye are 
God's huſbandry, ye are God's building; we are 


labourers with God. This ſhews who are the 
labourers, and who are the huſbandry and build- 
ing; and in this whole chapter and in the pre- 


_ cedivg one, St. Paul takes great pains to ſet forth 


that they, the clergy, have the Spirit of God, 
without which no man ſearcheth the deep*things 
of God; and he concludeth the chapter with 


this verſe, For who bath known the mind of the 
| Lord that he may inftruft him? But we have 


the mind of Chriſt; Now if we do but conſider 
in human probability and reaſon, the powers 
Chriſt leaves to his church in the goſpel, and St. 
Paul explains ſo diſtinctly aftetwards, we cannot 


think that our Saviour ſaid all theſe things to no 


purpoſe; and pray conſider. on the other fide, 
that thoſe who reſiſt the truth, and will not ſubs 
mit to his church, draw their arguments from 
implications, and far-fetched interpretations, at 


the lame time that they deny plain and poſitive 


words ; 


A Copy of a Paper, Sc. og 
words; which is ſo great a diſingenuity that it is 
not almoſt to be thought that they can believe. 
themſelves, Is there any other ee of 
the Proteſtant Church, but that if the civil ma- 
giſtrate pleaſe he may call ſuch of the clergy as 
Nei fit for his turn at that time; and turn 
the church either to preſbytery, independency, 
or indeed what he pleaſes? This was the way of 


our pretended reformation here in England; _ 


and by the ſame rule and authority, it may be 


altered into as many more ſhapes and forms as 


there arc fancies in mens heads. 
This ts a true copy of a 2 * written by the lale 
king my brother, in his own hand, which I 
ound in his cloſet, JAMESR. 
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1 is ſo reaſonable to expect, that a perſon 
always bred up in the Church of England, 
and as well inſtructed in the dottrine of it as the 
belt divines and her capacity could make her, 
ſhould be liable to many cenſures for leaving 
that, and making herſelf a member of the Roman 


Catholic Church, to which, I confeſs, I was one 


of the greateſt enemies it ever had, that I chuſe 
rather to endeavour to ſatisfy my friends, by 
reading this paper, than to have the trouble to 
aoſwer all the queſtions that may be daily aſked, 
me: and firſt, I do proteſt in the preſence of 
Almighty God: that no perſon, man or woman, 
directly nor indirectly, ever ſaid any thing to me, 
ſince I came into England, or uſed the lealt 
endeavour to make me change my religion: it is 

a bleſſing I wholly owe to Almighty God; and, I 
TR | | | | | hope, 


by one of her children. 


„ 4% e ,, 
hope, the hearing of a prayer I daily made him, 
ever fince I was in France and Flanders; where, 
ſeeing the devotion of the Catholics, though 
I had very little myſelf, I made it my continual 
requeſt to Almighty God, that if I were not, 1 
might before 1 died, be in the true religion: I 
did not in the leaſt doubt, but that I was fo, and 
never had any manner of ſcruple till November 
laſt; when reading a book called The Hiſtory of 
the Reformation, by Dr. Heylin, which I had 
Heard very much commended, and had been 
told, if I ever had any doubt in wy Teligion, 
that would ſettle me: inſtead of which, 1 found 
it the deſcription of the horrideſt ſacrileges in 
the world; and could find no reafon why we left 
the church, but for three the moſt abominable 
ones that were ever heard amongſt Chriſtians: 
Fiſt, Henry VIII. renounces the Pope's autho- 
rity, ne he would not give him leave ta 
part with his wife and marry another in her life 
time: Secondly, Edward VI. was a child, and 
governed by his uncle, who made his eſtate out 
of church lands. CCC 
And then Queen Elizabeth, who being no 
law ful heireſs to the crown, could have no way 
to keep it, but by renouncing a church, that 
could never ſuffer ſo unlawful a thing to be done 


I confeſs, I cannot think the Holy Ghoſt 


wr could ever be in ſuch councils; and it is very 


range, that, if the biſhops had no defign, but, as 
they lay, the reſtoring to us the dotirine of the 
rimitive church, they ſhould never think upon 
it till Henry VIII made the breach, upon fo 
_ unlawful a pretence. F 


written by the late Ducheſs of York. ; 96 


Theſe ſcruples being raiſed, I began to conſi. 


der of the difference between the Catholics and 
us, and examined them, as well as I could, by 
the holy ſcriptures; which, though I do not 
Pretend to be able to underſtand, yet there are 
ſome things I found ſo eaſy, that I cannot but 
wonder I had been ſo long without finding them 
out: as, the real preſence in the bleſſed ſacra- 


ment; the infallibility of the church; conteſſion, 


and praying for the dead After this, I ſpoke 
ſeverally to two of the beſt “ biſhops we have in 
England, who both told me, there were many - 
things in the Roman Church, which it were very 
much to be wiſhed we had kept; as confeſſion, 
which was, no doubt, commanded by God; that 
praying for the dead was one of the ancient 


things in chriſtianity ; that for their part they 


did it daily, though they would not own it: and 
afterwards, preſſing one of them very much upon 


the other points, he + told me, that if he had 


been bred a Catholic, he would not change his 
religion; but, that being of another church, 
wherein he was fure were all things neceſſary to 
ſalvation, he thought it very ill to give that ſcan- 
dal, as to leave that church wherein he had re- 
ceived his baptiſm. 3 8 
All theſe diſcourſes did but add more to the 
deſire I had to be a Catholic, and gave me the 
moſt terrible agonies in the world within myſelf. 
For all chis, fearing to be raſh in a matter of that 


weight, I did all I could to ſatisfy myſelt; made 


it my daily prayer to God io ſettle me in the 


Sheldon, A. B. of Cant. Bland ford, B. of Worceſter. 5 
+ Blandford, biſhop of Worceſter. | 


right, . 
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hope, the hearing of a prayer I daily made him, 
ever ſince I was in France and Flanders; where, 
ſeeing the devotion of the Catholics, though 
I had very litile myſelf, 1 made it my continual. 
_ requeſt to Almighty God, that if I were not, I 
might before 1 died, be in the true religion: I 
did not in the leaft doubt, but that I was fo, and 
never had any manner of ſcruple till November 
laſt; when reading a book called The Hiſtory of 
| the Reformation, by Dr. Heylin, which I had 
= Heard very much commended, and had been 
| told, if I ever had any doubt in my religion, 
that would ſettle me: inſtead of which, 1 found 
it the deſcription of the horrideſt ſacrileges in 
the world; and could find no reafon why we left 
the church, but for three the moſt abominable 
ones that were ever heard amongſt Chriſtians : 
Firſt, Henry VIII. renounces the Pope's autho- 
Tity, cats he would not give him leave ta 
part with his wife and marry another in her life 
time: Secondly, Edward VI. was a child, and 
governed by his uncle, who made his eſtate out 
w To 
And then Queen Elizabeth, who being no 
lawful heireſs to the crown, could have no way 
to keep it, but by renouncing a church, that 
could never ſuffer ſo unlawful a thing to be done 
by one of her children. „öͤ p17 nets, 
I confeſs, I cannot thick the Holy Ghoſt 
could ever be in ſuch councils; and it is very 
w_— 1 that, if the biſhops had no defign, but, as 
| they lay; the reſtoring to us the dotirine of the 
rimitive church, they ſhould never think upon 
1 it till Henry VIII made the breach, upon ſo 
—S » --·ãůQe ee. 


mpritten by the late Ducheſs of Vorl. s 
Theſe ſcruples being raiſed, I began to conſi. 
der of the difference between the Catholics and 


us, and examined them, as well as I could, by 


the holy ſcriptures; which, though I do not 
pretend to be able to underſtand, yet there are 
ſome things I found fo eaſy, that I cannot but 
wonder I had been ſo long without finding them 
out: as, the real preſence in the bleſſed ſacra- 
ment; the infallibility of the church; conteſſion, 


and praying for the dead After this, I ſpoke | 


ſeverally to two of the beſt “ biſhops we have in 
England, who both told me, there were many - 
things in the Roman Church, which it were very 
much to be wiſhed we had kept; as confeſſion, 
which was, no doubt, commanded by God; that 
praying for the dead was one of the ancient 
things in chriſtianity; that for their part they 
did it daily, though they would not own it: and 
_ afterwards, preſſing one of them very much upon 
the other points, he + told me, that if he had 
been bred a Catholic, he would not change his 
religion; but, that being of another church, 
wherein he was fure were all things neceſſary too 
ſalvation, he thought it very ill to give that ſcan- 
dal, as to leave that church wherein he had re- 
ceived his baptiſm, 8 . 
All theſe diſcourſes did but add more to the 
deſire I had to be a Catholic, and gave me the 
moſt terrible agonies in the world within myſelf. 
For all this, fearing to be raſh in a matter of that 
weight, I did all I could to ſatisfy myſelt; made 
it my daily prayer to God to ſettle me in the 


„Sheldon, A. B. of Cant. Blandford, B. of Worceſter, © 
I + Blandford, biſhopof Worceſteenr. 
right, 
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45 Sight, 4 ond ſo went on Chriſtmas.day to receive 
in the King's chapel; after which, I was more 
troubled than ever, and could never be in quiet, 

till I had told my deſire to a Catholic, who 


brought a prieſt to me. and that was the fiſt I 


ever did converſe with, upon my word The 
more 1 ſpoke to him the more I was confirmed 


in my deſign; and, as it is impoſſible for me to 


ub? bf the words of our bfeffed Saviour, who 
favs, the holy ſacrament is his body and blood, 


ſo I cannot believe, that he who is the author 


of all truth, and who has promifed to be with 
bis church to the end of the world, would per- 
mit them to give that holy myſtery to the laity, 
but in one kind, if it were not lawful fo to do. 


1 am not able, or, if I were, would I enter 


into difputes with any body; I only, in ſhort, 


ſay this for the changing of my religion, which 
1 take God to witnefs I would never have done, 
if I had thovght it poſſible to ſave my ſoul other 


wiſe. I think 1 need not fay it is any intereſt in. 
this world leads me to it: it will be plain enough 2 


to every body, that I muſt. looſe all the friends 

and credit I have here by it; and have very well 
weighed which I could. TY part with, my ſhare 

in this world or the next: I thank God [ found 

oy no difficulty i in the choice. 

My only prayer is, that the poor Catholics of 


this nation may not. füffer for my being of their 


religion: that God would but give me patience 
t bear them, and then ſend me any afflictions 
in this world, fo I * enjoy a bleſſed eternity 


hereaftet. 
St. James, Aug: 20. 3575 
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